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FP Fi 4 1. sS. 70 , 

We LYK. 16, 14, GH 

{ll theſe things alſo heard the Phariſes,vuhovvuere eonereons, 

Ky tes him. 4 | 

d he ſaid unto them , ye are they wuhich inſtiffe your ſclues 
before men,bus God knoWeeth jour hearts: fer that vuhich 
is bighty efteemed amongi# men is ebommation is the 
Jgot of God ER. 


By James 


oe a a on en oC COS 


To the ſacred honoar of the Lord God, Creator of 
all things, and Indge of all men. 


vpon thy holy hi:l of Sion, & giuen him a kingdom 

that all nations, and languages ſhould ſerue him, a 
kingdom that ſhall hauc no enic; giue vs vree beleceh thee 
ro knoyy vyhat it is to hauc him for the Chriſt, the only 
King and Layvgiuer of his church , the 4n97n71n7 that thou 
haſt giuen vs,and to ſee that vvec haue, o neede that any man 
zeach vs,but as the ſame anointing teacheth vs of all things ,by 
himſelte,and by his Apoſtles, and Prophets.O teach vsat laf 
to abide in him , as he hath taught vs, that vvhen he ſhal . 
peare, wuee may not be aſhamed before him at his comming. 
Thouoagly, O Lord, can(t beſt iudge vvhat are the things 
that truly belong to his kingdom and gouerument , vvhut 
ſubordinate officers thou haſt giuen to guide thy chutch, and 
vyrho are Intruders and yſurpers. vynho (crue aright to main- 
rinc thy Truth and gouernment , and yvho to obſcure and 
oppreſſe the ſame: vyho ſeruethy kingdom ina right vvay, & 
rvho oaly pretendit, not ſeruingthee the Lord, but heir: 
ewpne bellies. To vvhome then, but to thee, O dreadful God, 
ſhould I thy poore ſeruant dedicate theſe his vveake labours 
For thou,o Lord God, beſt knoweſt the work that thou hall 
vyroughtin thine, thou art beft able to trie,and teach other 
to trie 2he Spirits vuhether they be of God,or noe:thou ſearebeſ 
the heart & the reines , the end and ſcoape of eucry mans vn- 


4 1 Lmightic and cucrlafting God, vyho haft (ct thy king 


_ dertakings, vvhoare led by thy Spirit into all Truth, and vvho 


arc only lifted vp in an opinion thereof: vvho finding thy 
zUidancein ſome things, preſume that thou teacheft themal! 
vvhich they belceue,qr to yyhich they are conformable, and 
doe not rather thinke it better to beleeuc all that thou tes 
cheft , to þe conformed to that, and be reformed by it : vyho 
have thy Truth in reſpeR of the perſons, authoritie and 
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benefits ofmen , and vyho in reſpeR of thee alone, the only 
fountaine of Truth. Thou, o God, the righteous ludge, 
ſeeſt yvherther I haue colleCted theſe proofes & obſcruations 
for the cauſe of Chriſt alone, or for ſiniſter reſpeAs;thou beſt 
kneyveſt thy ovyvne Truth, and art beſt able todefend it,and 
all them that ſecke it, Princes are men:ſuch as truſt tomuch 
totheire iudgment and proteQion , do oft finde themiclues 
xevvarded accordingly: Thou haſt the hearts of kings, and all 
dther men, in thy hand, thou canft turne them to ſee andac- 
knovviledge thy truth. Thou only , that make# /ight to ſhine 
ut of darknes, canſt ſhine in theire hearts, ro gine them true 
movvledge and obedience. Other Patrons can a litle counte- 
nancea booke yvith their greate names & fayours: but thou, 
d Kings of kings haſt a »ame abouc all names: thou only canſt 
perſuvade Tapherh to duvell in the tents of Shem, Thou only 
canſt informe and aſſure the heart in thy oyvne Truth. 
V Vhois able to hindet the light thereof, vvhen thou vvilt 
haueit knovvne & acknovviedged ? © therefore be merciful 
"10 v5,& cauſe the light of thy countenance to ſhine vpon vs, 
hat thy vvay may be knovvne vpon earth, thy ſauing health 
noall nations; that they may lee the things that belong vn- 
to their peace, leaſt haucing them hid trom theirecies, they 
grvape at noone day, ſiraine at a gnat & ſwallow a Camel. Thou 
art the greate God that vvilt take account of eucric mans 
yrorkes,, and bring cueric ſecret vyorke, and Ccounſeil vnto 
light, It is thy grace and proteQion that 1 fland in neede of. 
O be vvith me, and forſake me nor, butſheyy thy might in 
my yvcakenes, T his giace & vvhat clſe thou knovveſt neede- 
full for me,the Keader, or any of thy afflicted people, grant 
rnto vs all for leſus Chriſt his ſake, the Sonne of thy louc,, to 
vihome vvith thee, and thy holy Spirit, three perſcnz and 
one God, be aſcribed , as due is, all honour, might, maicſtie 
and dominion, govy and for cucr, 
A 2 


TS 


To the Chiiſtian Readcr. 


F a man, Cirinftian Reader, liningin Rome , Spaire, or any other 


kingdom,where the truth is in any point oppreffed, 1 hould to con. 

uincear:d conuert his natio::,be deſirous to ſet our a booke on that 

ſubie&: he would caſely conceiue,that by making himſclfe publick 
he ſhould nothing benefit the cauſe , he might fa!l and periſh in thein- 
quiſition before three men could eome to Ieade it : and that therefore i 
were better to live obſcurely, and get it ſecretly printed and diſperſed; 
who could for this cither blame him, or vnder nice pretences, reie&hi 
proofes fairely deduted our of Gods word ? So, if 2, conſidering that! 
hauc lived am obſcure life, ara ſmale and ef no reputation , that in thy 
caſe to make my ſelf publick would doe no good, but rather raiſe againk 
me many mighrie and vndcſerued cnnemies,& ger my labour in Chriſty 
cauſe the ſooner ſuppreſſed, haue therfore rooke a like private courſe, ty 
the ende that Gods Truth might finde the more vnpreuentible paflage: 
thinke not, thar it will excuſe atty wan, to ſay of me, he is a libeller, ora 
the Phariſes did of our Lord and Sauiour, As for ihhs fellow Pw! 
knovw not wuhence be is. Bnt if God, by ſoweake a meanes as [| am, 
epen thine cycs in a point of any conſequence, fay rather of the poore 
ſeruant,as the man borne blinde of the Lord and maiſter, If this man 


OUvere uot of God he could doe nothing. Let me not be reckoned an 


* Gal.4.16 *exemie for manifefting Gods truth: bur remember that herein thou 
* 1,l0h.5.3 ſheweſt thy */ove ro God, if his doQrive, his commandements bt 


xot grienonus Vnto thee For his ſake therefore reade this ſmale treatiſs 
and hereby thou maieſt ſee a reaſon, why many learned miniſters do not 
or will not know or regard the truth 1s chis point; why the moſt in Eng- 
land are ſo vnwilling to know any thing thereof, ſeaft jr ſhould kinder 
them from ſubſcribing,and kauing of a good living,or cauſe them to be 
pur io (lence, if they {hauld cither preach , write , or ſpeake againftthy 
gouernment of the Biſhops, 

If t haue proued that it makes greatly to the ſal uation of the Church, 
and the preſeruing of the fairh ut ſeife, in that puritie and fimplicine, 
wherein it was left vnto vs by the Apoſtles and Prophets, thatthe Truth 
of God, be well knowne and manifeſted,in this point; remember it is thy 
duty,not to haue that bleſſed Truth 71th reſpect of perſons * bu 
in arighr receuing of it, to Kiſſe the Sonne lea#t he be angie, anl 
cuen tocrie mightely ro (od, to reforme thar Church, by whoſe powe!, 
any part of his Teltamenr,lies darkened vnder a corrupt glofle, or being 
cleered,is forced to ſecke corners, And thus hopeing that God will raic 
vp many friends to his owne cauſ-,and give them hearts ro vſe all hoxck 
wiſdom and dilligence in ſuch acaſe, lret =Thine in Chriſt Ie 
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_ | VVith the Plea and fruites 

_ ny of the Prelacic. 

at 10 thu 

. jars An, fallen in Adam, going after his ovvne 


ourſe,ts vnderſtanding in ſpirituall things, vvalketh 
; pafſage: ts Gon in darknes, and oft thinketh khimſelfe im 
—_— R the right vvay , vvhen heerreth & knovveth 


not vyhether he goeth : yyherein vvho is 
many times mort blinde in ſom things,then 
ke that thinks himſelfe perfiz,a Stribe, and a meſſenger fit for 
-oned a MY *< Kingdome of GodJ yvherefore our Sauiour thanketh his 
+in cho WY Father, that he had hid theſe things from this woiſe & learned, Mar,rx, 
jents 8 © revealed them to babes. Andthe Apoſtle faith, vwhere is the *.Cor.t. 
\ treatiſes Y #2 iſe vwhere is the Scribetwwhere is the diſputer of this wuorld: *** 
rs donor Hath not God made fooliſh the wviſdom of this vvorld? But 
; in Eng- BY Icaſt ſom man might here ſay , If this be oft the caſc of Rab- 
d —_ bins, DoQours and Guides, vvhat {hall become of their 
em to0e 2.484 
,ainftrhs WY poore Diſciples? If the Shepheards erre, theſheepe muſt 

WW nceedes vvander, and be in a vvorie cſtare : the Lord in his 
Church, BY oreate mercic promiſed, that he vvould povvre out of his Loel 2.28. 
nplicin, % ; 
ne Tru WY [þ#rit pow all fleſh , vpon theirs ſeede ans offpring : and 1a. 44.3, 
r irisrby WY make the blinde to ſee, V Vhich he lo fully performed, as to — 2 
2s : bu BY chooſe zo fookſh things of the wvorld to confound the wviſe. x,Cor.x, 
46, avl BY Andyet becauſe many vvould pretend the Spirit that mani» 27+ 
le pov. iy ff litle, but ſom fevv vyell knowne principles, & the viſio of 
will caſe their ovvne hcart,and that they vvreſt the Scriptures to con» 
11 hot BY firme it, he bids his people zrie vhe ſpirits, and addeth , theſe 
iſt 1eſu: Wl gracious promites, fulfilled im the Golpcll, They ſhall all 4n#w Ter, 31.34; 
grin. | | A 3 We 
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"_ man diſcerneth all things. Neuerthelts to ſhevy they { hould 
come toitby a Rule, he had ſaid, A law ſba//proceede fron: 
me,cs I vvill make my iudgment to ret for a light of the people. 
chap,2,3, mine armes ſhall iudge the people. The Iles ſhall vuaite upon 
meand ow mine Arme ſhall = tru. That is on my vvord, 

Mich. 4.2. For the Prophets had ſaid, The Lavy ſhall goe forth of Sion, 
and the wvord of the Lord ont of teraſalem, Andhe ſhall indge 

2.Tim. 3, 4onge the nations : even in this vvorld : The revealed 
15,16, yvyor4 is ſufficicat inall matters of faith and faluation , Foy 
dottrine reproofe , andinitruttion , that the man of God may be 

erfits | 

Iob.,16, Fhetoly Ghoſt teacheth that vvhich Chriſt hath ſpoken, 
and no other doQrine, for faith our Lord, He ſhall not ſpeake 

of himſelfe, but vuhatſoener be ſhall heare, that ſhall he ſpeake, 

Reuel,4,1. 47d he will ſheW you things to come ( as the things in the 
Reuclation, that ſome ſhall depar? from the faith,& the like.) 

Iohj15. 15 He ſhall take of mine and ſhew anto you. For he had ſaid, 
All things that Thane heard of my Father,I hane made knownt 
*A&.10. yntoyoutthcrefore the holy Ghoſt brought all theſe to their 
eb remembrance:and they haue declared io vs all that councell if 
God- That vvhich is vvritten , is that vvhich Chrift hath 
ſpoken to them, as Ioha taith, That vvhich wvee hanc ſcent 
and heard declare wvee unto you , that isto ſay in theic out 
vviitiogs, that ye alſo may haze fellowſhip vvith vs, that ivin 
the knovyledge of thele things, and truly owr fellowwſhip u 
*,r,Cor,z, Vvith the Father and vuith hu Sonne Ieſws Chriſt , that is in 
16.  knovving the * minde of God, Heexcepicth nothing reuca- 
led, vvhether it be aboute the conuerſion and per{cucranceot 
*Cant. 2 , {he Saints,or Predeftination itfelte , ſo far as it is reuealedin 
Pla,4z,t, the Scripture. This vvord is. an * ointment powred out. |t 
miniftreth gracc in them thatart his. Grace vv4s powred init 
#1 lips: and laith lohn, ye neede not that any man teach you,but 
| 4M 


Iſas 5144, 


1.lok. 1.3. 
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 1.Cor.2, me from the leaFt of them tathegreateF of them. The firitnal 


a the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things , and i iruth wlok.2.27 | 
and i no lie : VV hich [ vvill no further vrge againſt the vn= 
vvritten verities, preſumprions, errours and blaſphemies of 
ple, the Church of Rome. For he, vvho is the vyord, ſaith , ar Gn 
Don (the Light of the wwerld-he that followeth me ſhall not woalke in "0% _ 
2d. WE in darkneſſe , but ſhall hane the light of life. And-this is not 
'on, only meant of Apoſtlzs and-Dodtors , but of cuerie true be- 
doe WM lecuer, as he faith , Tam come alight into the vvorld, that (1p, 1,1 
led WW wuboſorncy beleeneth on me ſhould net abide indarkneſſe. And 46:4, 
For WE toſhevy vs that in all matters of faith-vvee ought to be iud- 
1be WM ged by the reacaled 'vvord novv, fince vvee mult, vyherher 

yvcevvill orno, be iudged by it at the laſt day, he addeth, 
en, Wt He that reiefFeth me and receineth not my wvords, hath one thas 
-ake Wl indecrh hims : the vvord that I haxe ſpoken, he ſhall iudge hins 
ale, MW in the laſtday.Certaine it is,that Chriſt as he isthe etcernall 
the 8 vyord manifefted and preached, is the only Iludge and Gouer- 
ke.) WW nour of his church in matters of faith-& ſaluation: therefore 
aid, WM itisfaid to him , Rile thou in the midſt of thine enemies. The FIR, 110. 
wrt M8 kingdome, and dominion vsder the wuhole heauen is giuen to Dan,7, 14; 
heir {Wl him, vvho is the 4rme of God, that ſhould rule for him. God 
ll of i 1 6leth by his power for ener, that is by his vvord ; of vvhome is 
zath Wl faide, 7 wail gine thee for a coucnant of the people, for a light Pſa, 6.x. 
cent 8 of the Gentiles, I haue ſet wy King upon my holy hill of Sion. 
our Ml Heſhall reigne oner the Houſe of Iacob for ener. - Luk, 1,33, 


1 ſa,40,10, 


ip u B Vt becauſe hereticks , and prophane and ynruly perſons, 
vvould ariſc in the church : & there muſt needes be ſome 
uea- WW orders & officers in the church, before vvhom ſuch might be 
ce of WW conueted, & by whole paines in alleadging the ſcriptures, they , , _ _, 
edin {MW might be conuinced, reformed &ordered: he oxdained tom to * * 
+, It WI be ouerfecrs of the flock, that { hould x7 be novices, but vyell _ 
gronded in the faith, zo holdfaft the faithful word as they have "+ 3-3 6 
bene raught,that they maybe able by ſound dofFrinborh 18 exhort Tiz,x, g, 

| an 


4 | 
and connince the gainſayers, VVhich vyhile they faithfully 
doc, vvithout preſſing for doQtines the commandements of 
men: it is not ſo much, they that rule,as Chriſt the yyord that 
Iiaie'g.6. culcthin them : therefore iris ſaid : The gowernwent ſhall be 
cnap.11-4. pon bs ſhoulders, He ſhall ſmite the carth vuith the rod of 
of bis month. And (o they are ſubordinate Shepheards and 
Biſhops ro fcede the flock , to keepe and reduce the ſ heeye 
1.Pcr,2.25 vnto the obedience of the chiefe Shepheard & Biſhop of theire 
chap.344+ ſoules, vvhich is Chrift, In regard vyhcreof, the wveapons of 
theire vuarfare are not carnali,but mightie through Goa,to the 
pulling dewne of ſtrong holds, caſting downe imaginations, and 
euerie high thought, that exalteth it ſelfe againſt the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captinitic exeryihought to the obe- 

dience of Chriſt. | 

The greateſt queſtion is aboute the dignitie , iurifdiQtion, 
porver and authoritic of theſe Officers , andeſpecially of the 
office of a Biſhop:yyhether by Gods Teſtament, and ordi- 
nance it be ro ſuperiatend ouer other Paſtors and Elders in 
a dioceſe or Prouiuce:or,as others affirme, Paſtoral,ouer one 
flocke and congregation , yvherein he isan Elder, and vvith 
© Other Eldersan oucrſcer of the ſame, In vvhich controuerlic, 
men, that are not vvillingly ignorant, or vvilfully obſtinate 
and blind, may reccuue full ſatisfation by the cleereteſtimo. 
nies of Scripture, and conſent of the Fathers, ſhevyving vs the 
old and good vvay that all ſhould ſecke & follow. Y V heras 
he that commeth vvith a ſcofting, or preiudicate cenſure, 
Iude 16. ſpeaking enill of the things he knowes not , or in*frowardnes mil 
as 25 not know,can not ſocalily diſcernetheT ruth. Aſcorner ſceketh 
Pay. 4, VViſaome , and ' findeth it not , but knowledge is eaſy 18 him that 
vwull vnderſiapd,The ſecret of the lord is with them that feart 
bim, and he wwvill ſhew them his couenant. | 
V Y hen Paul the Apoſtle of the Gentiles had firſt preached 
the Golpcll in diuers of theix cities, he & Barnabas retournes 
againe 
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$ 
aine to Lyſtra, & to Iconinm, and Antioch,z/s c9nfrme the AR.13. 
wles of the Diſciples , & exhort them to continae in the faith: ny = 
; then it is ſaid expreſly , They ordained them Elders in enerie Rs AS 
harch by election. The vvord in the Greeke is Preſbeterois 
relbytersor Elders. Of it comes the Latin vvord Prel bytcr, 
ykich ſignifies an Elder : and vyhich, as all confeſlc, in the 
rimatiue ages of the church, was giuen(ifnot to ſom others, 
cat leaſt)to cueric ordinarie Paſtor, of cucrie congregatis, 
regard , that he, yyatched ouer the flock, to keepe them 
pund in the faith, and holy in life and manaers. In place of 
ole that men call parſons, or Curates of ſeucrall Pariſhes, 
ere vyere then preſ biters of ſeucrall congregations. Our _ 
yord preiſt ſcemes to come from the French yyord Pre/ire —_—_ 
preilt, vvhich , as Nicod obſerueth , propetlie ſignifics an French and 
der or pref biter:though after the maſſe yvas vnderitood to Latin. 
ea Sacrifice , offered by the hand of pret biters, the game 
eſtre or preift remained, but vvas alſo corruptly applied to 
Sacrificer or Maſle preiſt, & in time vyas only taken in that 
nſe both in France, andelſvyhere. V V herein yve may an- 
Yere vvith our Saujour, from the beginning, it yvas not fo: 
utaPreiſt, that wasa Preſbiter orElder:therfore throughout 
hevyhole book of God, yvhere there isany ſpeech of thoſe 
ders of Aarons Sons, that vvaited at the Altar, the french 
roteſtants do notin theix Bibles tranſlate it preiſt , but Sa- 
ificer: & blame vs that vvee do not the like, ro diſtinguiſh 
em & all maſſemongers from the preſ biters or pricks or- 
aincd in the nevv Teſtament. IndeedeReuel. 1, Chriſt is 
de tO make vs kings & Hereis,Sacrificers, vvhere you haue 
clame yvord that in the Septuagint , and in the Goſpell is 
t for the Ievviſh Sacticificers:but this is by lohn myſtical- 
eapplicd to all true Chriftians,and is not here Preſbatcror, 
rel biters, but a vyord far difterent, and therefore can not be 
aderſtood of the office, and miniſttic of the Preſbyters 
B ordained 


(s) 
ordained by the Apoſilcs. In the nevy Teftament mentiog 


Atng.2, js oft made of theſe Preti byters or Elders. Paul, Barnabas, and 
Wens othets vere lent to Jeruſalem wrnto the Apoſtles, and Flier; 
vvhen they came thither. They wwere recrined of the churt, 
and of the Apoitles and Flders, And the Apoſtles , and Elder 
AA, 16, 4, carze together , to conſider of this matter. Then it pleaſed ih 
ApoFtles,and Elders, uvith the vwhale church. And worote lt. 

chap.20- gzers, The Apoitles, and Elders,and brethren ſend greeting.1h 
17, 16.0» delivered them,the decrees that were ordained of the Apoitle, 
and Elders. From Miletus he ſent to Epheſus, calted the Elter; 
of the church : and ſaid vnto them , je know from the fr/b di 
ver, 28, that I came into Aſia &c.Take heede therefore vnto your ſelue, 
and to all the flock ouer vvhich the holy Gho#t hath made yu 
Biſhops zo feede the church of God, The new tranſlation read 
it Ower(cers, but the vvord is Epiſcopi, Bil hops, the ſame, 
that is vied 1.Tim. 3. A Biſhop muſt be blameleſſe &c. lndeck 
both there, and here it may be tranſlated a Biſhop , ora 
Ouerſcer, For in the original, as a Pref biter is att Elder, fo: 
Biſhop isan Ouerſcer. But marke he ſaith tothe Prel byrer, 
Take heede to all the flock oner vobich the holy Gho# hath mat: 
you Biſhops to feede, &c, V Vhence it is infalliblie plaine 1, 
lob.1s, That the Preſ bitcrall geuernment is the exprefle orcinance 
of the holy Ghoſt, vvho cbangeth not:and of yvhome Chit 
faith, He ſhall not fpeake of himſclfe:for he ſhall take of mine6 
Heb,13, ſhew wnto you. Novy Chritt is jeſterdaie, and 10 daie,andih 
ſame alſo fir ever. This ordinance is therefore vnalterable 
2. That Elders by Chriſts ordinance are, or ought to be, out 
euery congregation. Take heede to a// rhe flock over vvhi 
AR 14-23 the holy Ghoft hath made you Biſhops. So Paul and Barns 
bas ordained them Elders in everie church by ele&ion , & Pail 
Tiz,1,5, faith to Titus, left thee in Creete,to ſet in order the things that 
are uvanting, & ordaine Flaers in enerie citie,as I bad appoit 


zed thee. For a vyhole prouince, or diocelle is to gieate! 
; _ flock 


veiſ,22, 


$ 


Hiſtor, of Ckrift and ſuperiour to Preſ byters 5ure diuins , beeanſe Pal Y &i 
_ Councet faith, Tate hoed: 78 all the flock ouer vuhich the holy Ghoſt hath (| «* 


pag.597, Made you Biſhops : vehich by his oyvne confeſſion is ſpoken MF 7 
598, en= to Pre( byters : therefere he anſvyers to all the three place; MW pe 
gliih,  vertic poorely, that in thoſe daies , theſe names Biſhop & Pre. B< 
byter wvere common #0 all preifts , as if Phil. 1. vvith the Bi. © 
hops and deacons,the ſenſe muſt be thus,#/ith the Preiſts 6 Ml tc: 
theire minifters the deaeons:vvhich is a vycake \ hift of a [cſuit {WY thi 
and fo learacd a Cardinal. For did the Apoftle call the pre. WW me 
byters, Biſhops in all theſe three places,6& ſay the holy Ghott Wl 7? 
had made them Biſhops ouer the flocke , & yet are they not (Wl 4! 
ſo?Andifit yyere then a name ſo common toall preiſts,why MW 
ſhould it noyy be thus reſtrained to one in a countiec or pro- WF 4% 
uince? and he accounted an hetetick, that vvith the holy Mt «f7 
Ghoſt affirmeth , the preſbiters to be Biſhops, as in theſe (ſ Ch? 
three places? am 
Andltherefore out of all doubt, vvhen Paul faith , 7f an Ml 1+ 
man deſire the of fice of a Biſhop,he deſireth a good wuorke, G1. (bn 
That is the office ofa preſbiter or Elder ,vyhois a Biſ hep, & 
that ſo he addeth , Theſe things wvrite I unto thee , that thu 
mighte?t know how then (a Bil hop or preſbiter) oughre#? robe- 
baze thy ſelfe, Othervviſe he vyould not haue paſled , as he 
doth from the duty of a Biſhop to the duty of a deacon: but 
rather firſt from the duty ofa Biſhop ro the duty of a preſbi- 
ter Or paſtor, that is, if it had not becene one and the fame of- 
Tit,1.,5, 6. fice, ſomtime ſet forth vnderthe name ofan Elderor preſbi- 
/* - ter,&ſomtime of a Biſhop, as in that to Titus before allead> 
ged (vvhich ſhevves vs that vyhen it is id of Titus , that he 
vvas eraained the firi? Biſhop of the Cretians that muſt neede 
Chrifoft.in ÞE the firſt preſ biter,& ſo Timothie. (2. Tim, in fin, ) vvhict 
1,Tim,z, in cffcQ is acknoyvledged by Chryſo/. in his Comentaric 01 
that chapter to Timothic, vyho, though he liued in a timc 
Yvken canons,Cuſtom,and cloaked ambition had made alitic 
gs rooms ar poem ogk == differen 


tTim,y. 


Pail if 


hath 
dken 
laces 
Preſ. 
> Bil. 
ts6 
(eſuit 
prel- 
zhoft 
/ not 


| time 
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difference,faith,7here i almoſt no difference betweene a Biſhop 
and a preſbyter , ſeeing the care of the chareh is alfo graunted 18 
the preſbyters: ſurely by gining of orders only they are their ſu- 
eriours,&rherein they only ſeeme to be more then the preſbiters. 
Bellarmin acknoyyledgeth that Primaſius, TheophilaRt and arr dc 
Occumenius, in their Comentarics ypon the ſame place do || per 
teach the ſame thing, & almoſt in the ſame vvords. V Vherin 
they come but litle ſhort of that, vyhich ismoreplainly affr- 
med by Hierom, on the firſt of Titus. A preſbiter and a Biſh- Hieron, in 
9p is one and the ſame thing : and before by the inſlint? of the Tit. t, 
denil, factions vuere made inreligion , and it vuas ſaid amon 
the people: | am E Paul, 1 of Apollo &F | of Ce has, the churches 
vere gouerned by the common conſent of the preſbiters : but 
after euery one thought theſe which he had baptiſed ts be h15,ne8 
Chrifts,is wuas ordained in all the uvorld that one choſen from 
among the preſbiters ſhould be ſet oner the reſt, unto vuhome all 
the care of the church ſhould pertaine,and the ſeedes of Sbhifmes 
(heuld be taken away. And alitle loyver, As therfore preſbiters 
know themſelues to be ſubiett by the cuſtome of the church to hins 
that us ſet oner them , ſo let the Biſhops know,t us rather by the 
cuRom of the church,then by any diſpoſition of the dinine truth, 
that they are greater then the 46 7-068 , and that the church 
ought to be gouernedin commune. Bellarmin doth not only 
Cite theſe places thus,but canfeſſeth farther that Hicro. hath 
the like things in his 85. Epiftle to Euagrius. Yet he yyould 
fine haue it thought that Hier, held a Biſhop to be greater 
then a preſbitcr jure divixs : contenting himſclfe, for lack 
of a better,to take that for a ſufficient proofe, yyhere he faith 
to Euagrius,vwhat doth the Biſhep,giueing of orders excepted, 
which the preſbiter may not alſo doe ? whereas indeede this 
doth rather proue the contraric, namely that preſbiters had 
deciſiue voices in councels, might excommunicate, or doe 
any thing elſcin their Locks, belonging to gonernmcn yon 
| B 3 | the 


Vhi ſupra, 


_— 
the gining of orders, this beeing all the difference of povyer 


} 

and authority,the Biſhops had them gained. t; 

V Vherein you muſt needes enderſtand him as before,that th 

itis rather by the cuſtome of the church , then any dilpoli. ph 

tion of the diuine truth , that they yvere heccin greater then Py 

the Elders:the ſame or the like humain ordinance & cuſtom, P/ 

vyhich reſtrained the title of a Bit hop to one in a Diocelle, FY 

vyhich before vvas common 10 all preſbiters, gaue him alio li 

the ſole povver of giuing of orders, v vhich betore belonged E/ 

r.Tim.4. to preſ biters in common,as is cleere by that , Neglect not the v7 
_ gift that 1 in thee , vohich vwas ginen thee by propheſie , vvith thi 


the laying on of the bands of the preſbiterie. Kemnitius there Wl on, 

Vbi ſopra, fore doth vycll obſerue here, that a Biſhop may be ordained cra 
by Preſ biters, thereioie there is no difterence betvicenca Wl the 

Biſhop and a preſbiter. Bellarmin hcreat offei;ded anſyvers ord 

vvith the Greckes verie vvcakely , By the preſbiterall name, plu 

they vnderſtoed the quire or companie of the preſtbiters,that i of WM the; 

the Biſhops, which laide their hands on the new biſhop. They i ; c; 

that laied thcir hands on him yvere pre{biters, but that is ll by; 

(ſay Bellarmin and others) Biſhops. So faith S, Paul, and ſo MW gig 

fay vvee, preſbiters are biſhops. Indeed Bellarmin and the Lool 

Greekes, do rather meane the biſhops vyere,preſ birers ; but BW zje, 

it isas true the preſbiters arc biſhops , and that the loue of Ml &;, 

preffir or precminence, or mens care to ſfaue the honour ot I they 

their church, and cuſtoms, haue blinded manyzthat they can WM no x 

not ſeea thing ſo clcere, that by impoſition of hands of the MW be n 

preſ birerie, he was made a prel biter, that isa biſhop. V \ here WM his p 

vvce muſt vnderſtand, that they only laide their hands on i ter & 

thoſe that vvere choſen by voices orhands.For it is ſaid, They Ml If 7 
AR.14-23» ordained them Elders by fuffrages,as Beza obſerueth out of the Ml (48+; 
Bczaannot Greeke vvord V Vhich commeth from a cu#tome of theGreels, i (cm 
ovho gaue their ſuffrages,by holding wp their hands. And, tain WM Tren 

he, theforce of ths vuerd Keirotoneſantes, t« 10 be obſerued, 

that wee may know, that Paul and Barnabas did nothing of « 

| - to private 


It 
rinate w31,neither excerciſed any tirannie inthe charch, like 
that vohich s »ſed by the Romiſh harlot,or her pages , wuhich dem 


Annota,in / 


they call ordinaries. So as he ſhevveth , vvas the if of pro» Tim, 4s 
pheſie,ginen to Timothie wvith the laying on of the hands of the 14, 
Preſbiters. And thus is that to be vnderſtood , lay hands ſs. 
dainlie on noe man , &c. that i5 doe not,uvhat in thee lieth , ſo- 
diinlie 18 admit any may 10 any Ecleſraſticall fiction, for neither 
did all authoritie reſide in the power of Timothje alone, but the 
Eleftion vuas wade by the ſuffrages of the vuhole charch, as 
wwe ſaid on Aft, 14. 23+ and as 1s cleere bythe eleftion of Ma- 
thias,and of the deacons, & la#lic by this that wuith the laying 
on of the hands of the Preſbitcrie, the man choſen vvas conſe- 
cratcd to the Lord, as 1. Tim 4. 14+ By theſe places, as he Idem in 
fhevveth, is that of Titus to beexpounded, That thou ſhouldeſt | il. 
ordaine them Elders, that is by ſuffrages, as At.14.23.by which 

place you may nderfand woby he addeth , as\ had appointed 

thee, fee alſo 1, Tim. 5.22-For #n the choice of Mathias, nothing MM 

5 carried byPeter,as by one endued With more excellent digmiie AQ "os 
but by the ſuſfrages of the wuhole church, there aſſembled : It is 
faid:They appointed tvvo. So fordeacons the Apoſtles aid: 

Looke ye out among youſeauen men, &c. then it is added. And 

the ſaying pleaſed the vuhole multitade, And they choſe Stenen, AR, 3, 
&. And ſet them before the Apoſtles, vuhen they hadpraied, 

they laid their hands on them.Thercfore lay hands ſodainly on 

no man, that is till he be'vvell, & aduiſedly choſen, & praiers 

be made vvith faſting. V Vhich is ſpoken toall preſ biters in 

his perſon, & cfpecially to himſelfe, as becing both a preſbi- 

ter & an Fuangeliſt, vihich is greater, And thus indeede Paul 

left Titus 10 87 daine them preſbiteretn enerie citie, that is by Tit,x, 5,7, 
luffrages,as he had done Act.14.25, OthervviſeTirus ſhould 

ſeeme to haue had an office like that, vvhich the papalins in #iftor. ef 


Trent chalenged for the Pope,to be a biſhop of biſ hops, that _—— 


em In 
Cap, ſ-L2, 


dher bil hops ſhould recciueinttituio & iurifdiftis tro him. pag.6; 1, 


For 


I. Tim, "A 


on | | 
For theſe preſbiters are called Biſhops verſ: 7. bft this make 
not Titus a preſ biter of preſ biters, that isaBiſhop of Biſhops, 
much leſle doth it giue it te any other or infer that he muſt 
haue one to ſucceede him in ſuch office, 

Itis obic&ed that Paul faith, againſt a preſbiter, recezue not 


196 : ; we 
*Vbi ſupra © accuſation but before two or three vvitneſies.* VV here ſaith 


Bcllarmin , vve ſcea Biſhop, in the 2ime of che ApoFles , the 
Inage of the preſbiters: therefore their true prince & ſuperionr. 


Mat.2e,25 lanfvvcr this can not be 1. Becauſe Chritt Gith to his Diſct- 


-3,tim,$.15 


ples, ye know that the Prince of the Gentiles exerciſes dominion 
oner them , and they that are greate exerciſe authoritie apou 
thens, But it ſhall nos be ſo among you. AndS, Peter laith to the 
preſ biters , 2ake rhe overſight of the flock , not as beeing Lord; 
over Gods heritage : much lefle as Lords ouer other prel bi. 
ters, for that yvcre to make one a Biſ hops of Biſhops, or the 
Pope of a prouince. 2. That Timothic yyas the firſt preſbiter 
or Biſhop in that church,and not only an Evangeliſt, yvhick 
is greater , but a man of extcrordinarie gifts : therfore 5. Paul 
VvIites to him an Elder , vyhat courſe he and all Elders arcto 
take, jif any of their number beaccuſed before them , as he 
ſaith, that thou mighte?t knovu how to behaxe thy ſelfe, &te, 
For all the Elders yicd to mecte in ſuch greate calcs: and oft 
times other brethren alſoof the congregation AQ. 15,6.20, 


7 .Cor. 5+ 4+ 23. Paul faith to the Corinthians wvhes ye are gathered roge- 
 Mat,18.17 #Þcr,and-my fpirit wuith the power of our Lord leſus ChriFt, ae- 


AQﬀ:o0,! 


liner ſuch a oneunto Satan. In vvbich ſeaſe Chriſt faith , he 
ſhall neglet# to heare tuvo or three, tell it tothe charch:bur ifhe 
neglect to hearc the charch , let him be unto thee as 4 heathen. 
And Paul bids the preſbyters to rake heede to themſelues , and 
to all the flocke ouer yyhich the holy Ghoſt had made them 
Biſhops : for of jour owne ſelues ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking 
Perwerſe things : ſemtime the deuill may bring an E1der to 
that yyickednefie, and then yeſeethe other Elders are rhe 
PE av), | CE Bil hop) 
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Biſhops that are to looke to it, ind tefortne it , that office is 1-Eor,14. 
not giuen to one in a dioceſſe, For as the Spirits of the Pro. 3** 
phets are ſubie? to the Prophets « So1the Spirirs of the Elders 
mult in ſuch cates be ſubiect ro the Elders, V V heras if a Biſh- 
pp fall into ;uch faults like the Appea/er, he vvill be ſubicct 
tonone:vvho dare1afſke him? you vvill fay the Archbiſhop: 
bat if the Archbiſhop be corrupt and mightic in court, vvrho 
dare once taxe him? The Pope. Adde he can noterre, or all 
nothing, Sach an endles labarinth, follovves this humaine 
invention of dioceſſan, and prouinciall Biſheps:vyhich hath 
and doth-make yvickednes abound, becauſe it hath not fo 
pood mcancs to ſtay and repreſieir, as the Elderſhip hath: —_ 
vhich v- as 0:daincd for that end, not by man but by God *** 
timſclfe. God hath fer ſome in the church firft Apoſtles, ſe= 
oadarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers then miracles, the gifts 
healing, helpers, Goucrnors, &c. theſe laſt are tyyo diſtinCt 
fffices as Ar. Montan, Beza,and cthers reade them, * vnder- ge,,, 
Nanding the helpers to be deacons, tha: helped the poore & Anner.in 
> And Gouernours to declare the order of the preſbyters, b9< 1+ 
vyho vvere keepers of the diſcipline of the church , as yvee 
Jaidellyvhere, Co vvhom then belongeth the Gonernment, 
but to thoſe that God hath ſer in the church » Noyy vvee can 
rcade of no others thar he ſet togouerne, beſides the Apoſtles 
and Euangchit,but preſbyters. Hath God then ſet them for 
Gonernours in the churchz& yvill men preſume to ſupplant * 
them, and let others? Darc men (ay that the gouernmenr, 
dy dioceſan Bif hops,ordained by men is better then this of 
Eliers, ordained by God ? To vvhome indeede God muſt 
ncedes giue a betier bleſſing, as bceing his ovvne ordinance, 
hc hath ſet them in the church. Neither doth that proue the 
onitrarie, becau in Amfterdam , and ſom other cities of 
Holland, there are many Religions: for ncither Biſhops, if 
they had fuch , nor Elders cag hinder it, if the pollicic - fler 
þ nem, 


Tpheſ.4, : 


Renel.2, 


14 | 
them. But looke into the reformed churches there, in France, 


- and cl{vvhere,and you ſhall finde them better goucrned:ang 


much better vvould be,if fom burgers to enritch themſelue, 
and get places ofauthority,or a league,& trade vvith Spaine 
did not yvaxe negligent in religion , and for ſuch cnds turne 
Arminians and nevvters, If an Apoſtte vvere noyy liuing, 
and ſhould vvritean Epiſtle to Mr. Moulin paſtor and Elder 
in Scdan : Again## an Elder receine net an accuſation vnder 
iro or there wviineſſes , that vvould not argue, that he yvere 
ouer other Paftors and'Elders in the province; nor as a I ord 
in his ovynec congregation :: but rather yyhat yvcre his duty, 
yea the duty of all Elders afſembled in ſuch a caſe. 

The Apoftle recounting all the officers, and Goueraours 
of the church, faith, He gaue ſome Apoliles: and ſome Pro. 
phets:and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers: yvhere he neithet na 
mes Biſhops nor Elders, much leſle both,as tyyo diſtindcal. 
lings, beeauſe the Paſtor by his place vas a Preſ biter, and(o 
a Biſhop properlie,& the dcacons had the care of the Almes, 
In ſach a church,as that of Epheſus or Philippi, there vyerc 
diners,-vvho vvere teachers and helpers , but one yvho yva 
ſomevyhat more properlic the Paſtor, and ſo the biſhop of 
that flock : therefare though the charge go to all the Elders 
Take beede to your ſelues , and io all the flocke , re, yet thisis 
ſomyvyhat more eſpeciallie applicd to him-that is paſtor, and 
ſo the firſt Elder or biſhop. Yo the Angel of the church if 
Epbeſus vvrite, that is to the paſtor. Euen as in the church ot 
Paris at this day , vyhich is one congregation , of about it 
thouſand communicants, there are three preachers, vyhoare 
all Elders to feede the flock, yet one 'of themis reckoned the 
paſtor, & tke other tvyo helpers: the like in Dicpe,and diuer 
other cities, yyphere they liveamsg perſecuting Papiſts, as the 
old Chriſtians did among the heathen: hauing bur one con- 
gregation or flock ina Citic, In ſore lefler cities, or _— 

there 


| rs 

there are feyver proteſtatits, there is only a paftor vvith lay | 

Elders, And thus out of all doubt, it yvas in the primatiue A144 
burch, till after the death of the Apoſtles, yvho ordained Alle VeFo 

Elders in euctic church, and citie, vvhere one vvas the paſtor, 


1rne WMyct in matter of goucrnment, all the Elders of a church inled 
ing, Wtogether, by comms conſent: cuen in leruſalem things were 
der Wnot donc vvithout the Elders, bur the decrees vyent out in all 
nder Mithcir names, V V hen Paul vvent laſt to Ieruſalem, there vvere ag, ,,.18, 


divers vvith him: Bur, faith Luke, Paul vwent in wvwith ws to 
James, all the Elders vere preſent. The Apoſtle would doe 
nothing vvichour them, Thercfore Paul faith, Lez the Elders r,Tim, 5, 
that rule well be counted wuerthy of double honour jeſpettiallie "7+ 

they voho labour in the wverd & dettrine. VV hence alſo fom 
colic,that there vyere ſom Elders, that vyere not miniſters, 

bur lay-men of the more ynderſtiding,& beſt goucrned fort. 
Hovyſoecuer , ye ſce they had all ſharc in the gouernment 

veereit vyich Timothie, Titus, or yvkhoſoecucr. For theſe yvere 

not greater then the Apoſtles, vyhich yyas the higheft calling 

in the church: yet even vvith them in lerufalem , there yyere 

Eiders,as it yvere in ioynt commiſſion for matter of gouern- 

mcat:they !hemſclues tooke on them this office, & ditdained 

not to be reckoned vi ith other preſ biters, Peter ſaith , The 1,Pet. 5.1; 
hiss WW» preſbiters vyhich arc among you, 1exhort, yvhoam allo * rs _— 
, and Bil Sampreſbuteros a fellovy prel biter:and Iohn,that mighthaue PEN 
rh of WE aid, The Apoſile,chooſeth rather to ſay, The Elder to the ele? 

ch of WW idie,7be * Preſ bizer 18 the vvelbeloued Gaits. * or Elder; 
ut liz BY None of the Apoſtles are in the nevy Teſtament called 

z0are WW biſhops, but preſbiters, becaute a preſbiter vvasa bifhop, & 

d the then a name of go leſſe honour, but ratherof greater, beeing. 

livers WF indeed one and the ſame paſtoral office in eueric congrega- 

5 the WW tion, it vyas the higheſt in the church next the Apoſtles , E- 

con- i uangclifts, and paſtors, the Elders beeing the officers;vvhich 

Cod had appointed to goucrn his church:totheyyorldsend. 
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Thc holy Ghoſt fairh not Biſhops, leaft afrervvard it ſhoul{ 

haae bene tak& for dioceſſan Biſhops butElders. Neither dotk 

lohn ſet the Popc,or any Biſhop, but Chriſt among them, zs 

thcir only head, for chap, 5. Chriit ftandeth in the midſt of the 
throne,and in the midit of the Elders, to (heyy they truly be. 

Miftor, of 100g to hisgoucrnment,asdioceſſan Bithops, ſo that of An. 
the concell tichriſt It was ſtoutly detended in the councell of Trent, that 
of Trent, they held,of the Pope & not immediately of God. True nt 
OE - ul ſo rightly. as the Elders doe : nor yet in a manger fo litledi. 
Rum, 13,1, greiling,as the firſt dioceſan Bil bops did, as vve [ hall turther 
ſce in the ſequel: therfore they are not ſorruly of God) king. 

dome, but rather of a contrarie, For indeede There i no power 

but of God: The powers that be are ordained of God. VV hence 

it folloyves, that all povyers, much morc thoſe that gouctne 

the church, muſt be ordained of God, orclfe they be not 
lavvſull.Novy this can not be ſaid of the Pope and Cardinals 

nor of Dioceſſan , Biſhops : for thele vvere nor ordained of 

God, but of men. Ergo &c. They are indeede again(t Eldets 

vyhich are the povvers ordained of God. V Vheſoener there 

fore reſierh theſe powers , reſiiteth the ordinance of God. One 

Revel7, ' of the Elders ſpeakes to lohn concerning the Martirs, that 
ſuffered in the ten perſecutions, ſignified by thoſe troubles 

that follavved the opening of the ſcauen ſcales, then paſt & 

gonc. And though yvhilſt the vvoman,the trueChucch fled, 

and remained in the yvildernes from Aatichriltian tirannic 

and ſuperſtition; their gouernment muſt necdes be hid, and 
perſccured vvith her : yet vvhen the Goſpell is reſtored , the 

Reval: 35 Temple of Godopened, & diners kingdoms 4 thu vworld,be- 
* * came the kingdoms of our Lord ;; and of hs Chri# , the Elders 


yyorſ hip & giue thanks: as alſo vvhen Babilon is deftroied: 

ohap,rg.4, & herevpon it is ſaid : The Lord God omnipertent reighneth: 
5.65 that isin his vvord and ordinances. Elders are then reſtored, 
YFh cxcas before fhe & her traditions, & hicrarchic governed 

| re tg oo we churcks 
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17 
charches; For in that they areeuer thus about the threne,on 
Seates, both before & after Babilon is deſtroied, this ſheweth 
that they are the only ſpirituall Rulers, ordained by God;zto 
gouerne his Church vnder Chrift, to the yvorldsend,and by 
him ſet about his throne, as thoſe vyhich by his ordinance 
haue bad the ZecleſiaFicall gonernment, ought ſtill to haue it 
by the furtherance of Chriſtian kings, and princes , that are 
nurſing tathers,and in Gods good time ſhall haue it againe. 
Chriit vviloe in the midſt of the Elders. Both that of the 
Biſhop of Rome, and of all other dioceſſian, and prouinciall 
Biſhops,1 hall be ouerthrovven:and then of zhe increaſe of his 
ruernment and peace there ſhall be noexde,but he vvill put all 
things in ſubieion vader hi feere, V Vhich all as vvell high 
as lovv, ſhould endeauour to knovvy,that knovving it,vyhen 
in praier they ſay , thy Kkingdome come, in heart they may 
both pray, that God yvould ſend it, and yſe the beſt meanes 

hey caa to effe it. | 

By all vvhich is manifeſt , that the Prefbiters, vvere the 

Biſhops and Gouernours of the chutch, ia the time of the 
Apoſtles, & a vvhile after: and that the preeminence, vvhich 
afier ſome one in a prouince obtaincd, yvas by conſent and - 
uſteme, & not by authoritie of Scripture. V Vhich is ingeni- 

duſly acknoyviledged by S, Auſtin, For a/though according t# Auguft, in 

he termes of honour vvhich now the wvſe of the church hath ob. Spit, 19.26 
ined, a Biſhop vobich i greater rhew the Preſbiterie, neucr- rms To 
theleſſe, Au#tin is in many things leſſe then Hicrom, Note thole tccleſiz 

vords, vr hich now the cuſtom ofthe church hath obtained, vis obti= 
hefaith not vyhich is giuen in the nevy Teſtamer. Ambroſe A wrrof, 
ath, :hat of o/d the antienter Preſbiters, vvere called — comments 
that the eldeſt dying the next might ſucceede him + but ecauſe arte, 
he foto ing preſbiters, began 18 be found vnwerthy to hold the gene. = 
nacte the reaſon vvas changed wviſdome foreſeetng that not clericis 1,4» 
"der but merrit ſhould make a biſhop, he uvasordaingd by the Pte 
= a on 


Ifa 9.7, 
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choice of manie preiſts. VVhence vvee ſee, that the litle pti 
macie, & authoritie the biſ hop had in his time gained , vvuy 
not obtained all at a time, but by degrees: vvherin things had 
Bellar.'de bcne ſtill altered. YV Vich Bellarmin vyould fainedenie, but 
uae! - can not:{triuing to makenothingoftheſe,;& al other proofes: 
© *. vvithoutdaring to raſke theſe fathers of herefie : vyhich yet 
Caluin,1,4 hc boldly fattens on Calxin, Kemnitius, and others for hol. 
loftit.c. 4 ding the ſame things, and producing theſe proofes. Caluin, 
faith hc, ſpeakes thus , Such as #8 vwwhome the duty of teaching 
vai enivined,uvere named pref biters,they out of their number 
in diners cities, chooſe one to vuhom they ſpecially gane the tilt 
of a biſhop , leaſt ont of equalitie , as it us vvont to be, diſcord, 
[homld ariſe:yet vvas wot the biſhop ſo the ſuperionr in digyitic 
and honour that he ſhould haue lord * oner hy collegues : but 
looke wohat prineleidges a Conſul hath in the Senate, ts malt 
report of the buiſneſſes,that by aduiſing, warning,& perſwading 
be may preceede 8thers,gonern the wuhole aftion by hu authori- 
' 2ze, and put in execution that,uvuhich i determincd by commu 
conſent : the ſame office had the biſhop in the companie of tht 
preſbiters: and that thu verie thing vvas brought in for tht 
neceſcitie of the time by humaine conſent , the awcient fathers 
themſelues confeſſe it , ye hane heard their teſtimonie. Again 
this Bcllarmin for lack of better proofes allcadgeth the Ads 
of the Councel! of Trent, vvherein the biſhops yvere [udge 
in,their ovyne cauſe, as they bad cuer beene ſince the Coun- 

cel] of Nice, 

Hiftor, of In Treat it yyas alleadged that che Auguitin confeſsiou pul 
the Counc. zoe difference betweene 4 biſhop , and a preiit , but by humaint 
9s or conſtitution , and affirmed the ſuperioritie of biſhops wvas firi 
by cutome , and _— by EccleſiaFticall conftitution. VV hid 
thoſe Trent fathers vveuld faine kaue diſproucd , but could 
not- For though in the age after the Apoſtles, cuſtome kad 
brought in a kinde of dioceſan biſhops to preſide in Synod, 
| yet 
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: ,  Euſcb. uift 
yetin other reſpeQts, they vvere reckoned among other pre(- IM -3r % 


biters, till about the yeere 195. vyhen Vitor preibiter or lib.5.c,224 


biſhop of Rome, tooke on him to excommunicate the chur. 23,24, 
ches of Alla, about the feaſt of Eaſter, and for it, as Euſebius 
ſhevveth, vvas reproucd by ſundrie biſhops : among the reſt 
by Ireneus in an Epiftle to Vitor. The Pret##s,faith he, Which 
before Soter preſided in that church vvhich you novu gouerne, 
namely, Anicetis, Pins, Higinus,Teleſphorus,and Xiiius,neither 
obſerned that day themſclues, nor ſuffered others to obſerne it, 
ct they kept peace with others that did: vwhere note he calleth 


them not bit hops but Preiſts,notvvichftanding the cminen- *or preſbie 


icof that church, and the cuſtome ef preſiding among other OR 


preſ biters , as a kinde of dioccflan : becauſe a preſ'biter vvas a 


ſhop, Againe, Bar the preit vuhich were before you ſent 


wnis them, &c. So fared it betweene Policarpus,and Anicetus 


he prie(t, that is the biſhop of Rome. It is true that after 
his proud andraſh a&of Vifor,the biſhop of Romegrevy 


greater, & the name ofa biſhop came to be more reſtrained 


othole that liged in greatecities, and prelided in Synods: as 


allo by that at of Steuen biſhop of Rome, vyhoattempted 


orcltore Baſilides & Martialis tyyo biſhops of Spaine about 


ouncell held at Rome vnder Sylueſter an. 324+ the Presſfs Lniquit, 


oncil, 


ll of Nice, held the yere after, the 6, canon is readin theſe  _..*, 


words,/ct the ancient cuſtomes be obſerned,vuhich are in Far. 6an, 67s 
Lybiz,& Pentapolts,ſo that the biſhop vubich ts in Alexandria 
ane authoritie oner all theſe, becauſe ſuch alſo & the manner or 


vitome of the biſhop of Reme.V V hich is but a vvcake autho- 


ty for prouincial biſhops, ſeeing the canon confeſleth, that 
thad beene only a thing of cuſtom: vvheras if it had bene an 


poltolick inſtitution, the concell yyould rather haue alled- 


ed that, Mounfieur du * Pleſſes proucs that many of the *Vbiſupra, 


acient call ita caſtome, .- _ Othcex 


heyeere 250, Andas Monſicur du Pleſſes obferueth * in the *Myger, of 


* 


—_ 


y 29 
Cyprian, Other things aduanced this dignity, & the vyrath of God 
+ forit. Cyprian ycaldcth this reaſon of, the peitecution of 
$,cap.t, Decimus, becauſe enerie man ſlept in the conereous deſires of hi 
owne heart, VV hich he 1 hevveth in theclergie. Eulcbiuy 
giucs alike reaſon of the ſucceeding perlecutio of Dioclelian, 
There wuas, ſaith he, among#t v3 nought els, but curſed ſpa 
kings, continual tarrcs of prelates Falitng out vvith Prelatts, 
& congregations vuith congregations:They aiſs vvhich ſcemel 
ro be paitors , caiting of this law , and rule of pietie kindled con. 
zeniions betweene the mſelues , ſeeking only 10 gncreaſe debates, 
threats, iealouſies heart burnings and renenge, vvith an immu 
derate dcfire ts command and ſway, as in a Tyranne. It is calie 
to conceiue, that yvhen peace and plentic came in, all thiugs 
Anno 330. yyould yvaxe vvorſe. Conſtanrine to brirg his pe-»ple 16 
Damaſus Chriſftianitie,as he pulled doyyne 1dclatric,to he appliedthe 
& Anaftal. reuenues of their Temples, tothe maintenance of the Chiis 


in vita Sy jan churches : and belides oauc them other great gilts: his 


Vc . . . : 
F greateſt Princes, beeing conuerted,cid the like,as appcarsin 


the life cf Sylueſt, and by Cedranus his Hiſtorie. S Hicrom, 
Cedcenus - complaineth of Preifts that vyrunge rewards from ladies, and 
Pg 043: from others.Others there are,vuho ſpend theire vuhole timesin 
Euftich, learning the names, houſes,and qualities of theſe ladies.Ovidin 
EpR.22. another place, There be Clerks, vvhich poſleſſe more vnd:t 
i i poore Chriſt, then erſt they did vnder the rich divell. This 
In Cod, Contagion ſpread fo far, that the Fmpe: ours, Velentinian, 
Theodoſ, Yalens & Gratian, made lay ves againtt ir,prohibiring Clergit 
men to ſet foote vvithin the doores of vvidowes,or Orphans i 
receiuee gifts by Teitament, &c. V Vith plentic came in cor: 
Bars, To 1. 2Pt10n in lifeand religion, Baronius confefleth that menat 
art. 44. art, {Nat time hallovyved heatheniſh rites & ceremonies , by biin- 
$8, &. gingthem into chriſtian churches: T hat Conſtantine ordai- 
q is it. Acd,That the biſ hopsof the Chriftian lawve,ſhould thence for- 
78, & 79, Vvard haxe the ſame prineleidges,vuhich the idelatrow pre 
Fl 


— 


2k 
Gol BR..4 eniozed. That the Pagan preiffs had « chiefe among ther, 
n of rc: Sacrificulie , aud their ſoucraigne Pontife , arbitrator of all 
if by Wi veftions among them. And vvho, taith he, can thinke, har 
bis Won Z4ntine vvonld long endure , that theſe ſhould exceed the 
(tian, Wbri7iax5 in pompe and glory? then he proues the Pope and 
ſþea- MW ardinalsto have the like glory in riding, clothiag, 1aluratie 


ates, Wbns,and crovvningys V V hich is tofheyythe.Popein habit of 
emel Wh pagan. Thus vyhile dioceſlan Bit hops vvere ordained, te 
[ con: W&-vithitand dinitions , on the contrarie they vvere increaſed 
ates, he: by,as appeares by the reaſons Cyprian,& Euſebiusgiue of 


m0 Whe pe: ſecutions, & others about the teaſt of Eafter,appeales, 


calic {pride & crrours, in fuch as was Paulus Semofareneus; Atrius,: 
niugs cſtorius, & others, by whoſe greatnames, groſſcerrours were. Fuſcb. de 

; Sa X - - . vit, Con- 
le 10 {cceiued, & propagated. Coltantine,by reaſon of 5Hary difſentt- gay lib, r, 


d the 
Chi: 
2 his 


Novy to ſee more exatly hovy from io imall beginnings 


ns which he ſaw daily 16 ariſe betwene biſhops,aſſembled Synods. cz7.& 38, 


| | SA Hiſt. of the 
iſhops came to the greats power,they haue;yvec may finde ed - 


cSin ic proued in the hiſtorie of the ceuncell of Trent: Thar ar fiift T,,,,; Page 
rom, he churches were goucrned by the common councell of the preſbuery, ,,g, 
+ a and how after ts withſtand diuifioas , the monarchicall gouernment was 

3 


nftitared giving ſuperintenaencyto the biſhop, The netghbour biſhops, 
hoſe churches becauſe rhey were vnder one prouince bad commerce, 
vid in Wd governe themſclues alſo by Synods : and to. make the $onerninces 
= ealy, atiributing much to the Biſhop of the principall cicie , they 
VNact Bl made him as it were head of thar body : and ſo the, Biſhop of the citic, 
This IM where the Ruler did refide, gained a certaine ſuperiority by cuſtome. 
inian Theſc prefeAtures wrre the !mpcriall citie of Rome; the prefecture of 
/ WF Alcxandria, which gouerned E-gvpr, Libia, and Pemtapolis; cf Antioch 
F611: Oi for Sy1i1,and other Prownces of the Eaſt, This gouernwent, brought in 
ans 100% aptr- ued by cuſtom only, was eſtabliſhed by the firt'councell of N ice. 
n cor-M The Pope had no other ground of his greatnes, fauc this, and 
nenaWtie tranflation of the ſeate of the Empire from Rome to 
Conftantinople,till about the yecre 607, vyhen he obtained 
of Phocas, that murdered his maſter , to,be called yniuertall 
biſhop, vvhich title, vvas alitle before proucd to be Anti- 
chriſtian, by his Predeceſſor Gregorie, 1. The inundation of 
the Gothes , and Vandals had cclipſed his gloric , and ſo did 
D the 


es it 


Guiciatd, 


_— 


22 ; | 
the Tzarchsof Rauenns, till the Lombards, hauing gottez 
that Ex urchat, & long oppreſſed all Italic, Pipin chated them 
avvay,and gaucthis part to the Biſhop, & church of Rome: 
vyhich vyas confirmed by his'Sonne Charles, that vttctlie 
rooted the Lombards out , and vyas by the Pope crovvned 
Emperour: yet the Popes vvere ſubije@ to him), till his poſte. 


ritie grovving vveake, ſcuen EleCtors vvere orgained, andthe 


Imperiallpovver, being tranſlated to the Germans, and noe 


longer hereditarie, vvas much diminiſhed, and that of the 
Popes thereby increaſed, eipetially, after they obtained of the 
Emperour Heary the ſceond, that the Cardinals only ſhoull 
chooſe the Pope, and then the Cardinals alſo vvaxed great. 
If this ſhevv n2t hovy biſhops , but rather hovy the Pope 
grevv greate, it is ſupplied by anotker diſcourſe in the Hiſto- 
ric of the counccllof Treat, yvhere it being conſidered, in 


Mat.18.17, Vyhat caſes Chriſt ſaith, Tell the church , and yvhat povreris 


-giucen toa congregation, in that place to theCorinthians,ve 


1,Cor,5.4. may ſee hovy things vyere carried after dioccflan Bilhops 


Hifto®, of VVEIc thus ordained, The indgment of the church(as is neceſſaryin 
the concell cucry multtudc)was firtghat it ſhould be conduQed by one,who fhould 


of Trent 


pag. 3}0.to Torthy 


Pay 335» 


preſide, and guide the ation, This care, due to the moſt principall, and 
node was alwaics committed ro the Biſhop, Ard wherethe 
churches were many, the propofitions, and deliberations were madeby 
the Biſhop firſt in the colledge of Preiſts,and Deacons, which they called 
the Preſbiterie,and there were ripenedyto receiue aftcrwarii the lalt reſo- 
lution in the generall congregation of the church. This forme was lil 
on footein the yeere 250. & 15 plainly ſeene by the Epiftles of Cyprian 
who in matter concerning thoſe who did cate of meates offered to ldols 
and ſubſeribe to the Religion ef the Gentiles, writeth to the Preſbiteric 
that he doth not thinke to do any thing without their counſells, & cons 
ſ-nt of the peopletand writeth to the people, that, at his retournehe vi 
examine the cauſes,and merits thereof, in their preſence,and vnder thett 
judgment 1and he wrote to thoſe Preiſts, who of their owne braine k 


reconciled ſome,that they ſhould give an account to the people, | mult 
here referre you to the Hiftorie it ſelfe, vvhich ſheweth hovy 
this goucrament had bene defended againſt the Canonilty 
& only recite ſom things toſheyy hoyy it decaicd, & hoy? . 
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heruine thereof, chat of the Biſhops increaſed ; vyherein i*1 
trive to muck too abridge things,colult the with place it tel. e 


or betier fatisfation, Ine goodnefle and Charrie of the Biſhops, 1dem vbi 
made their opinion for the moſt part to be followed, & by title and litle, luprae 


s cauſe that the churches,chafity waxing cold,not regarding the charge 
aide vpon them bv Chriſt, did leauethecareto the Biſ hop : and ambi-= 
jon, a wirtie paſſion, , which doth inſinuare- it. felfe ia ſhew of vertue, 

zled itro be readily embraced, Bur the principall cauſe of the change 

as the ceaſing of the perſecutions, For then the Biſhops did erc@ as 
were a :ribunall , which was much fiequented; becauſe as remporall 
ommodttics, {o fvies did increaſe, IT :c iudgment though diftering from 
he former in forme, ro determine all by the opw10n « frhe church,was 
et of the ſame finceritie, Which Cqnſtantine obſeruiug , made a law, 
hat there ſhould lie no appeale from the, ſentences of Biſ hops: and if in 
cauſe depending before a ſecular rtribunall, enther of the parties ſhall 
jemand Epiſcopall wdgment, the cauſe ſhalbe remitted to him, Here 
he tnbunall of the Bi{ hup began 10 be a common. pleading place. The 
:mperour Valence enlarging ic 18 the ycere 365, gave the Biſhops the 
re ouer all the prizes of vindible things. W hich troubled Auftin, and 
ther good Biſhops. Afterwards ſome Bil hops beginning to abuſe the 
power giuen them by Conttantine,tha: law was 7O, yeeres aftcr,icucked 
dy Arcadius, and an ordination made that they 1 hould 1udge cauſes of 
ligion, and nor ciutll , excepr both parries oidconfent, and declared 
hat they ſhould not bethought to haue a coam, Which law'beeing not 
much obſerued in Rome, in regard ofthe greats power of the Bit hop, 
aentinian, being then inthe cue, an, 452, did renew ir, and made it 
o be put in execution, But a litle afrer-parr of the power taken awav, 
as reſtored by the following Princes: So that Luſtinian &ſtablif hed vnts 
hem a count , and audierce, the cauſes of Religion, Ecclefiaſticall faults 
of the clergie, & divers voluntaric iuri{diftions ouer the laictic, By theſe 

degrees they got domination, F 

The Empire being divided, and kingdows creed , the Biſhops for 
the moſt part were made councellors of the Prince, which by mixture of 
ſpirituall. and remperall charges,cauſed their inii{qgi&ion ro ihcreafe ex- 

eecingly, Before 200, yeeres were paſt , they pretended abſolutely all 

udicature , Criminall , and civill, ouer the Clergic, and in ſome things 

overthe laietic, Aﬀeer the yeere 1050, All the cavſes of che Clergie 
ering appropriated to the Biſhops. and veric many: of rhe-Im1e:16, 
nder the title ot.ſpiritualicie , and almoſt all cbe'reft vnder the! name 

it a mixed judicature ,, and placing themſglues aboue-the ſegular; Ma- 
Piftrates, vpou pretence of juftice denicd, they came to ſay tha: ths 
Biſhop,bad that powerto iudge,not by grautt;or cbaniuchce of Princes, 
£15180. 10:8 .. Or 
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or by the will of the people, or by icuſtome , bur thar it was effentiall y 
the Epiſcopall dignitie, and giuenit by Chriſt, And though the laywes of 
the Emperours remains inthe Codes of Theodofius and Luſtinian,in hy 
eapitulars of Charlcs the greate, and Lewis rhe debonaire, and others f 
hater Princes,which all ſh-w, when, & by whome t!:is power was graun. 
ted, and all Hiſtories Eccleſiaſtical, and prophane agree in the ſame: yet 
fo notorious a truth hath bene overcome, by acontrary affirmation og, 
without any proofe, In the'councet! of Trent a'defet was conſidered, 
that the charitie of the ſuperiours was turned tnto domination , andthiy 
thence grew appeale vpon appcale, lohannes Groperus,who affiſted there 
as adiuine,and a lawier, ſpake honourably of appeales, & faid that whils 
the heare of faith remained in the breafts of Chriſtians, Appealcs wer 
not heard of, Butcharitie in the ludges waxing cold , and place being 
giuen to paſfion,they centred intothe church, for the ſame reaſons, hick 
brought them intro the ſecular courts,that is, for the eaſe of the oppreſſed, 
And as the firſt judicatures belonged not te the bif hop only, brt tohin 
with the councell of his Preiſts, fo the Appeale was nor diuolued tone 
man, but vnto another congregation. Bur the Biſhops taking away the 
$yneds, did inſtitute courts and officers, like the ſeculars, Neither did tht 
miſchiefe ſtop there;bur paſſed to greater abuſ=s then jn the ſecular cour, 
Which he ſhewes in that Appeale , was made'from Appeale, till it cane 
ro the Pope', and fomtime by a leap to him without more a doe, lohn 
Baptifta., 'Caftellug vyyas made to falue vp theſe ſoares, by 
Cunning oration, in the next congregation. And ſo, to reftat 
Synodall {adicaturey Wis teieRted alwioft by all,'/becauſe 1t did diminiſh 
the Epiſcopall, & was too popular, For proceeditig againſt the perſons > 
the Bifhops;noman defiring tb facilizate'the 1udicarure againft hiniſelf; 
the reſtoring &fit to 'parschiall Synods , voto which ir did formerly bs 
long, was not ſpoken of Engliſh Biſhops in Ike wiſdome ſuppreſſe al 
bookes,& Preachers that fpcake of the right of Elders,or of ſuch Synod 
and the like things, that neither they nor their owne vſurpations,maybt 


' knewne, B all vrhich vvee may ſce, that it is a vvcake de- 
| fence, far the authoritie of Biſhops, & againſt the Elderſhip, 
tOalleadge the grant of Emperours & Kings,or as Bellarmin 
doth the As of any councell, much lefle that of Trent. Ge6 
erdinance & vvord, ſhould cuer be of:more force, & cftcent 
yrithirue Chriiftians, then any of this kinde vyhatſoecucs, 
© By theſe afficmationsbfihis jmpattiall Kitrhor ,-vi hom: 
they can not call a Broyyniſty De may ſcc,thi 
they in the Church of Epglagd, yyho vaderſtand this ww 


tial ty 
aWes of 
a,in the 
hers of 
grauns 
me: Yet 
n only, 
lidered 
nd that 
d there 
t While 
e$ Were 
e being 
jw hich 
Ireſſed, 
 tOhim 
1 to one 
way the 
did the 


r Cour, 
1 came 


lohn 


, by 

reſtote 
miniſh 
fons > 
nſelfe 
erly by 
reſſe al 
Synod 
may bt 
ke dc 


x5 
Tell the charch, as if it vyere meant, tell the Biſhops, or their 
Ofkcials:doe not only yvilfully vnaderſtand it,asChriſt neucr 
meant it, & of ſuch as he newer ordaincd, but cuen contraric 
to the interpretation, ynderſtanding, and practiſe of the pri- 
mitive church till the time of Cyprian, that is for 2 5«, yects 
after Chrift, V V hich ſhevves the Gouernment of Dieccſſan 
Biſhops, & their Officials,Chaneellors, Courts, and pracce- 
dings to be popilh, nouell, & intollerable : ſuchas make the 
ordinance of God of none cffett, & take things vpon them, 
yvhich belong not tothem. If a man dyyelling in the Ile 
of lereſey, in the l{le of vyight , orin Surrey, find hinaſeife 
much yyronged & moleſted by a neighbour, vvould Tef! zbe 
c<harch : ſhould he run to the Biſhopof the Diocefie, or to 
kis Chancelour at V Vincheſter,and not rather to the fleck, 
and the Elders thereof, vyhereof he and the offendour are 
members? vyhich flock ſhould, have the poyyer the church 
of Cerinth had. 
[tis remarkeable, that yvken Chrift vyould reproue the 
ſeuen churches for certaine corruptions crept into them, he 
doth not ſay vvrite, and ſend irto the chiefe officers of the 
hurch,tothe Archbiſ hops, bit hops,or their officials, Chan- 


clours,&e, Fer there vycre no ſuch officers then, but vvrite, pg. 1 


and ſend it vnto the ſeuen churches, that is to the vyhole 
Hock ig Epheſus, ſo to that in Smyrna, and fo in all the reſt. 


S0 it is [11] added, Let hins that hath ancare , heare vuhat the chap 2,7, 


pirit ſaith 18 the churches, Enerie man that yyas a member 

ff thechurch muſt heare it,and take care to redrefle it. In- 
iced he bids him vvritce to the Angel that is tothe Paſtor of 
the church of Epheſus, and ſe of the reft, becauſe the Paſtor 
«5 the principall man., anda Prefident: in the congregation, 
ſhould propound,and make itkriovvneto the reſt, he being 
ne vvhome it did a litle more 'concerne then the reſt,as he 
Yas Shepheard of the flock , & ſo one that ( hould looke to 

= D3z ſuck: 
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ſuch faults : yet all che Elders of euerie church, vvere alot 
looke to it, as thoſe that had\harec in the gouerament, and 
things vvere determined by voices of all men, members of 
the church, The Epiſtles vvere vviitten to them all, asappe, 
ares alſo by that to the church of Smyrna: zbe deuill ſhall uf 
Verl.10422 ſome of you inte priſon. I vuill giue unto enerie one of you at- 
A cording to his wvorks: CAnd wnto you Tl fay, the reit of them 
of Thiatira , as many as haue not this learning, &c. V When 
he ſaith , of ſome churches, that they had kept his name, 
and not denied the faith, &c. and of others that they ha 
I.ft their firſt lowe , or had them vvhich held rhe doctrine of 
the Nicolaitans, of Balaam , or the vvomaa lezabcl:lr is ſent. 
les to thinke, that only the Angel of cach church is com. 
mended or taxed, The reproofes, and incirements to repen. 
tance are not to himalone, but to the church. Paul ſpex 
Col. 4, x7, king te the church of the Coloſſians, faith, Say 79 Archippm, 
Take heede to the miniitrie, that thou ha# receined in the 
Lord , that thou fulfill tt. He vvrit his Epiſtles, vvhcrcin 
their are direftions for gouernment, to the churches, He 
Rom.16, yyjllerh thechurch at Rome, 70 marke them wwhich cauſe 
”1 diniſions , and offences , contrarie 10 the dettrine they tad 
learned , and to auoyec them, In that greate bukine, 
AR. 15. the brethren vvere at the diſcuſſing of it, the de. 
AR rg, 22, Crees Vvent out in all their names, 17 ſeemed good to iht 
23 _ Apottles, and Elders, with the vyhole church, Letts 
vvere vvriuen after this manner , The Apoſtles , and Elder 
Verſ.1z, and brethren , wnto the brethren, &c. And in that it 
ſaid, All the multitude kept ſilence , and heard Barnabas, &' 
All this ſhevves they had libertie to ſpeake in due time, 
ARG.y. if they had ſcene cauſe. The ſaying pleaſed the multitude, 
This ſhevves their conſent ,. and that they had voices 


For as Paul informed by the houſe 05 Cloe , that there 
| yvert 
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yrere dini/ians among them , conuinced them as an Apoſtle 1,Cor.2» 
vith vyords, vvhich are the yyord of God : ſo vyhen by 
them , or by fuch others , he vyas informed of the in- 
ccftious Corinthian , he conuinced them , yet he referred 
the cenſure to the church, and vvould not doe the thing CP4P+5-4+ 
himſeife , though as an Apoſtle he vras a generall officer 
in all churches. He vviſheth them to excommunicate 
him: and aiter vyhen he had repented * to fergie him. * 2,Cor, 24 
It is true that the Kezes of binding , and looſing in this 7+ 


kinde , vyere principallic giuen to the Paſtors: but ye ſee 
they did not excommunicate, and reſtore yyithout the con- 
feat of the church. 

And yet it is not meant hereby, that this parochiall Go= 
ucrnment ſhould be ouerloaden yvith buſineſſes : much 
eſſe vvith friuilous contentions. For ſome things may 
ie ended by the arbitration of tvvo or three mcighbours, 
nd many cauſes are fitter for the common lavves, and thoſe 


crein courts yvhere the Kings Chancellour, and other Iudges 
He Wit, but only that ſuch matters ſhould be in the churches 
' cauſe ovver, as are fit , that the church ſhould take care of 
y had Wei, and iudge them. So that this doth not ouertkroyy 
lines, MWhe authoritie of Chriſtian Magiſtrates, and their courts. 
1c de: Wlcither can this be a cauſe of contulien , making that 
fo the @'\bich is all mens buſines, to be no mans : ſo that there«= 
ettes {W700 carelesnes ſhould ariſe , or pride , and contention, 
-1ders, or vvee fee , that after this manner, many things haue 
t it 5Þccne vvelldiicuſſed , and determined in the high court of | 
5, 06 4liament , vvhere all things paſſe by voices : as like- 
time {riſe in ciuill corporations , and common counfailes : 
1twde WF" vWhich , things are beſt, and moſt vncorruptlie car- 


YOICES 
* there 
yycll 


ed, vvhen men may ſpeake their mindes freelie, and are 


ot ouerayved by ſuch greate Ones , as are the Biſhops, 
| that 
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that haue poyver to fit on their ſkirts that difpleafe them, 
Matr,23.8. For in this caſe men ſhould thinke of that,0we # Jour maſter 
os ener Chri#, & ye are brethren, Doe ye not know that the (aint 
chap, 2.15 J Pall iudge the vworld?He that u firituall diſcerneth all thing, 
And thinke vvece then, that they may not as vvell be fit 
Judges of manners novy, as they vvere in the Apoſtles timg 
and the age ncxt after them? If it yvere once 1n vie, men 
vyould foone be yvcll enabled to the vvorke. 
Tertull, beſides the preofes out uf Cyprian. aboue mentioned, 
+» 4 wade Tertnllian makes the oflicers to be only Preſidents in the |. 
cra Wiſts ſemblic: Hierom ad Demet. affirmes, that zbe churcb it (elf 
Parment, hath right in excemmunication, as the Elders bane tn other 
church cenſures, Auguſtin thinks that # helpes much 19 tht 
ſhaming of the partie , that he be excommunicate by the vwuhil 
church. Zyvigglius, Artic, 8. explanat. ſpeaking of tne con- 
tention yvhich hath bene, vvhat a church is,acknovvledgs 
no'other churches, but 1. the companie of ſure, and firme be: 
leeners diſperſed through the vvhole vverld,called the: Catho- 
lick church, And 2, ſeuerall congregations yvhich connent 
ently weete rogether in ſome one place,@c. of thelc he affirms 
Chriſt to ſpeake Mat. 18. Te//zhe church. Peter Martyr in hi 
common places, Pant: 4. chap. 5. SeMt.9 making the church 
a Monatchie in reſpe& of Chriſt, an Ariftocracic ia reſpet 
of the Elders, addeth alſo, that becauſe in the church there ar 
matters of greate vveight, and importance , referred vnto tht 
people, as excommunication, abſolution, chooſing Miniſters and 
the like, it hath alſs « conſideration of popular gonernment: ani 
ypen 1.Cor, 5.4. The Apoile, as greate as he vvas yuonld mt 
excommunicate alone , but did take counſaile vvith the churtt 
that the thing might be doxe by common authoruty. VVhich nt 
vvithſkanding both Romiſh , & Engliſh biſhops dare doe. Tit 
Apo#tle indeed goes before the reſt, vohich u the daty of tht 
ancients of the ehnrchgthat the more ignorant multitnde,vyihil 
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inages goeing before, may be direfted ,tudging. Bucer affir- 
nes , that Paul accuſes the Corinthians , for that the 'wwhole 
hurch had not excommunicated the inceſtious perſons. Baſtin- 
ius, Loc. 4.queſt.8 5, of his Catcchiſme, ſpeaking of the dif- 

reace bervyeene ihe tvvo keies, that of prezching, and the 


cher of diſcipline, placeth it in this, that the former;vvbich: 


of the preaching of the Goſpel, 5 committed to the minifters, 
be other becauſe ut pertaines to the diſcipline of excommunica- 
von, s permitted to the vuhole church. 1 omut that vyhich 
ir, Foxe, Mz. Cartvvright, andother Engliſh men had ſaid 
othis purpoſe, becauſe 1t vyould be too long tor this place. - * 
It yvilbe obic&ted, that many learned Engliſh men; hold 


ctter vvith the Epiſcopall gouernment. I anſvvere; the ne-, 


ellitico: coatormitic , impoled on them turniſheth them 
vith arguments to that purpoſe. They knovyv the Bit hops: 
an not looke to all things neceflaric ig cueric pariſh,” Bute 
ay they, there are church yyardens, & {ide men: T hey might 
dde \ vhole office ſerues to litle,, but te looke to the obſer- 
ion of their traditions,and Ceremonies, and therefore not 


Lib 1, de 


regno 
Chriſti 
cap. 9s 


the kingdome of God, but for the dominion of Biſ hops: 


hey are but a mockerie of the Elderfhip, They knovv,that 


:the pariſh be full of prophane Syvearcrs,drunkards, forni- 
aors,extortioners, detrauders,and the like, all thcie in their 
ines may Come to be churchvvardens. If 1hey be but con- 
ormable to ceremonies, and'do but ſpeake vvell of the 
ooke of Common praicr, though they haue no true loue-to 
raching,and hearing of the vyord, vvhereby, knovvledge, 
ath, and other graces arc yyrought in the ſoule, but ſcorne, 
ad mocke them that hauc: they yet thinke themſclues the 
ctier ſubies,the better Chriſtians, yea fitter to be churchs 
vardens then profeſſors : and the Biſhops, finding. them ra 
«a bridle to ſuch religious ſpirits, are vvell contented, kow+ 
$ luch ignorant conformilts ; are fitteſt for theur _ - 
j FE 


© | 
( If theperſon or curate be alſo a Dreane,a nen reſident,or; {hf 0 
good fellovv , there is a flock ſtrangely gouerned ) ſuch ar: Ma hi 
not apt forthe kingdome of God, the blind can got leade the Mis k 
blind, thedrunkard reforme drunkards., Thele vvill neve 8 (h: 
informe the Biſhop of corcuption in manners, much !cſlcin {lour: 
doQrine, ſuch as ſhames the Chriſtian profeſſion. AnditMiit 
they did, he is but one , he can not looke to things in euctieMWurin 
flock to knoyv eueric ſhcepe, as Elders may in one congre. {Wroue 
gation. If men had not the ceremonies, and ſeruice, to ſcrveMl-ver 
them for an intire religion,or a cloake of one, they conld nx ni 
 forſhame, but make ſome pro'cſlion of loue to the vvard xs fro 
good conucrſation. If there vvere but three , or fovyer reli. W1cdi 
gious men ina pariſh to be the officers, their example might {Werezs 
moue the reſt , ſuch could not be {corned as they arc, 1n the W%ero, 
reformed churches men ate af hamed to ſcorne profeſſors, i, 7; 
they did, they ſhould be reckoned prophane, and ſoone be: - 
queſtioned; it vvould not ferue them to ſay they louc theſWeric 4 
common piaicrs,they-i hould foone be taught to knovy, thaf#r/ co, 
Pro, 28.9, He that twrnes away hu eare from hearing of the law bu prin Won 1 
{halbe abhominable. La9e O73 7 
3- By all this yvee may ſce, that thofe abuſe the vvorld ior c4e, 
vvho for the anthoritic of Engliſh Biſhops, and the Hicra:WW«s[e -/ 
chic there, alledge the ſuccefſion of lames at Ieruſalem, dM 4 
Perer at Antioch , of Marke at Alexandria , of Timothiet 
Epheſus, & Tirus in'Creete, For vvec ſee there vverc no (ud had & 
Lofd Biſhops, Courts, Chancelfours, and proceed ings as | affir 
novv, The Apoſtles of ſtaied in thefeplaces, and looked t 
things as generall officers in all charches:' but vied no (ua_iynn the; 
Ep {c pall authoritie as ours-doe, yvkocome not in by tiWhevyir 
Toh, 106, word, that is by Chrittthe Doore,butclime vp another va hey cc 
by the rraditions, and corrupiions of mer, like 1heenes 0WVith 
come to fteale.to flevce,and not to feede the flock. Ciuiil g8%/an, 
uernments may vpon good rcaluns be alicied , & a ucrv is an. . 
—_— : Sp_s = Ee» ; | » 0 
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ff officers ordained. But Chriſt that changeth not, ſet officers 

a his kingdome to gouerne, and therein the perfit forme of 
is kingdome : the church is a kingdome , vvkich can not be 

(haken. Timothic vyasan Fuangeliſt, but hath no ſucceſ- *Heb.12. 
ours in that office,noe more cati the Apoſtles in theirs:they 20, 

it to ſeuerall congregations, the.choice of Preſbyicrs;'cen> 
uring of offendours, and debating of matters as isalrcadic 

coucd, Other tuecefiours they hauc not, * as Papiſts are an- * To goo 
,vered for Peters being at Rome Toas.good purpote Bellar- verne. 


nin, and others thinke to make men flee from this opinion, pvcrwhr = 


from a monſter, by ſ.ying it yvas the 'herfie of Arius, c,14, 
{edina Cited by Bellarmin affirmes, that-&.-Hzcrom: 212/44 

rein vvholly of the opinion of the Erians,and'that not only'S. 
Hierom Uv45 tn that hereſie,bnt alſo Ambroſe; Auguſtine, Sedg- 
u,Primaſius,Chryſaftom,Theodoret,Oecumenus; and Theip hi- 

#: And ſo ſaith Medina,zhe opinion of thoſe fther3,otherwiſe: 

rie boly, and expert in the holy Scriptures, wa; by thechurch 


rf condemned in Erims,then in the | Valdenſes, and laitly im 
ohn vricklite. And againe Of o/d therefore thi opinion vuas 
iſembled, aud tolerated in Hicrom, and theſe Grecke Fathers 
r their honour,and reverence: comrariwiſe #n the hereticks,be- 
aſe they are alſs eftrawged from the church in other things, it 
th bene alwaies condemned as bereticall. Bellarmiae ticks _ 
ot to lay, Medina wanted vvit,in being thus plaineknowing none 
t had bene maintained in Trent, & that men-yrould be ready: a 
oaffirme, if this be not herche in Hierom, and thofe other 59r1, 
athers, neither can it be juſtlie Calledſoin Xrius, vvho lived 
ntheſame times, V V hich Kemnitius ſpares not to manifeſt, Hxamen- p 
hevving that it vvasan ordinarie trick in thoſe times, yvvhen— * 
hey could not anſyyere-a mans #1gtinents, 1a difgracehing 

ith the name of bereſic,Bellarmin faith; Thap all tht fathers yi ſupra. 
onſtantly taught thet biſhops ſuccedt the Apoſtles; Preſbyters | 
he7o, diſciples, 1 anſvyere 1.yvec have proued thecontratic 
uof Hicrom, & others.2, That Preſbyters whoate Bit hops 

E 2 may 
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» Mar. 28,20 may ſucceede the Apoſtles; as they vvere Paſtors, and Eldey 
of any church , as Peterand Iohncall themfelaes, andas T;. 
mothie,, and Titus vvere, and fo that may be-vnderſtood,] 
" am vvith you alvvaics to the end of the vvorld , in thei 
ſuccefſours as they-vyvere, Paſtors;:Teachers,, and Elder, 
bur nat as they. vvere Apoſtles, and ſo ouer Tus, Timothie 
andall Elders. For ro bean Apoſtle is to be fent immediath 
x.Cor.;;, from God,to haue an Embaſſage from him;and as a maiiin 
16.  'bwildertolayihe foundation for others 18 build vpon : & too:. 
Tit,1.5, . daine,andappoint things, as Paul did. This did the Apoſtle 
_  .intheir Goſpels, Epiftles, and As. But this can not Biſhop 
do: for they are not ſo ſent immiediatly from God, havingan 
zmmediate'embaſſage : they haue theirs from the Apollle; 
and Prophets , and fo me4iately. -Neither are they mailtr 
builders; to lay-a fondation for others to build ypon, though 
they oft aſſume itin impoſing thcir traditions, and ritesfor 
hvves : for 9ther foundation can no man lay, then that u laid, 
vvhich i Ie Chrift. Therfore the Apoſtles can noe oth's 
vviſc haue Succefſours, then as they vvere Paſtors, and Fldey 
* $:].1.9,* & that mult be in teaching the ſame, & *noe other dottring 
* Vbi ſupra Medina alledged by Bellarmin, ſaith, The hereticks the ww 
denſes wed the teſtimenic of Herom they therefore, and Hiern 
vvere of one opinion, that is, that the church ought tobe 
gouerned by Preſbiters,and that the gouernment by dioct 
=" EI] ſan Biſhops is of humaine authoritie , and invention : and 
* % 7* conſequently thewwiſdeme of the fleſh, which is en wit 
wvith God! for it s not ſubied? to the law of God, neither indetl 
canbe. As yvee may ſee in thoſe greate defendors of tht 
Hierarchic in the church of Rome,and in England, that wil 
not be:conuineed; in thispoinr, bythe Teſtament of Chil 
-;So miuchare they blinded by the'proffit; and honour, thi 
follovyesir:-but crie out that this tsnothing ;but che madne 
of the Rrovvniſts,and ſome others that ſecke innovation, 4 


change; that theſe are priyate ſpirits, and that they giue 
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33 
priuate interpretation of the ſcripttires, and Fathers , becauſe 


itagrees not vvith theirs, vyhoare more in number, and 
greater in pavyver, V Vhich yet is the provate znterpretrarien, 
becauſe not according to the expreſſe meaning of the holy 
Ghoſt. The conſent of many clocks,and vvatches in a citie, 
doth not proue them to goe true, ynles they accord vvith the 
Sunne: No more doth that of many Bil hops,and Councels, 
vnles they agree yviith the vvord, One Paphautius hauing 
that on his ſide is not a priuate ſpirit, but ought to be prefer- 
red before many of a contrarie concord, as the Councell of 
Nice ſkerved in him. Therefore, it is but a ſhift, and a moc. 
kcrie to call this Tener Broyvniſme, vvhen they knovy this 
pf the Elderl hip is the gouernme:t of the reformed churches 


In France, Germanic, &c. and that to condemne this foran 


rrour,is to condemne them all, yea the fathers before alleds 
ed, and the yeric Apoſtles themſelucs. 
It yvill be obieed, Dioceſlan Biſhops came in,foone af- 
erthe death of the Apoſtles: and if the church gouerned by 
Iders be the true church,vvhere yvas the true church from 
he firſt comming in of dioceſſan Biſhops , till the Nicene 
ouncell, yvhen they vvere firſt confirmed by a generall 


ouncell, and Imperiall authoritic , 41d the vvwoman fled into yeyy iq; 


e vvildernes, and vvas follovved by a flood of Gothes, and 
/andals? I anſyvere, Biſhops yvere then dioceffan,& prouin. 
all,cather xomine,quam re,innamethen indeed, cxcercifing 
le poyver, and authoritie ouer them, as ye haue ſcene out 
f the teftimonic of Cyprian, Hicrom , and Chryſoſtom. 
Vhat doeth the biſhop, giuing of orders excepted ,uwhich the 
reſbyter may wot doe? He vvas not then come to his power, 
id ftrength, but vvas then litle other then a Preſbyter in 
ter of gouernmenr, had a Paſtorall charge ouer one CON» 
ation,yea goucrned like them, and vyith them: the Preſs 
ſtets had theix yoices ia Councels, they gcithes vvere nor 
OE” E 3 vvould 
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yvould beſo ſoone thruft otit. So that fora time , theyhyl 
fill the efſentiall parts of a true church: at leaft till ſuch ſai, 
ncs,and blemiſhes greyy greater, & the Hicrarchie excerciſe 
morcautheritic ouer the Preſbiters, and became the miny, 
de:cace,& authority of humaine inuenis,errour & ſuperfli. 
tio, & to be made a marke ofa true church. Then the miftey 
of iniquitie, that had long bcfore vvrought, in that invents, 
began to ſhevy the fruits thereof: then that vvas true vyhich 
One laith of epiſcopacie, It vvasinnented agatnit an-enil, by 
the remedy proued worſe then the diſeafe. For out of theſe (md 
beginniogs, ifſucd. 1+ The inſupportable povver, & 1mpictic 
oft the Pope , and church of Rome : vyhich kaue broughth 
many,and ſo vnſpeakeable cuills on the church. For though 
perhaps thoſe ancients meant to doc noe kurt, but rathe 
much good, in ordaining dioceſſan Biſhops,and giuing then 
but litle power:yet hereby the miſteric of iniquity wrought 
for they thus-preſfuming to ſet one ouer others in a dioccſſ; 
this-poyver increaſed:& vvith like reaſon,& authoruie Arch: 
bil hops,and Patriarcks yvere ſet over Biſhops, & in the endl 
Pope ouer all.For grant they may ordaine dioceflan Biſhops 
and that their ordinance is byadiuineinftina , and of good 
authoritie,and it vvill fellovvy,that others after then), muy # 
yvell ordaine the reſt : and that their ordinance alſo is by 
uine inſtinCt, and of good authoritie: & ſo indeed to otdaint 
Cardinals,and as wanie vpſtart orders of Pricſts,and friers,s 
are among the Papiſis. 1 might add ſetting vp of Imagest 
be yvorſhipped, and all other popiſh Terers, andcuſtome 
vvhich haue bene authoriſed by councels , and kings, if thi 
yvere (irfficient, as ſome thinke it is. 

Hence therefore as from a-ſpring hauc iffued al tit 
erroars of the Romiſh church, eſtabliſhed by Biſhops. 
. councels for. ſound , and good doftrines, and all the valt: 
thoritie,, and poyyr of Biſhops, and the multitude - thol 
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enditions,and ceremonies, vvherevvith, they as Rulers, haue 
burdened the church, and by vvhich the vvord of God hath 
bene made of none effe&:So thatnovv ncither the Romiſh, 
nor Engliſh, Biſhops, vvil! endure that the ſcripturesſhould 
bealledged in theſe points of their Hierarchic, & traditions: 
and many as vvellof the Prinees, and Clergie,as of the com- 
mon people, ſeeing the name, and office of a Bi{hop in the 
Sctipidres, are contented yvith the Biſhops , to take it for 
graunted, thatit is meant ofdioceſſan Biſ kops, thar the go- 
verameatof thechurch, vyas ih thenevv Teſta ment giucn 
tothem, & not to Elders: orat leaft as orhers interre, As the 
church yvas enlarged, vnder the old title of bilhopsa nevv 
order of gouernment: might be ordained by counfailes,of 
men, and authoritic of Emperouts, and kings, for the better 
gouernment ofthe church. As if any thing could be better 
deuiſed, or bring forth better fruite;, then the ordinance of 
God : who hath. puniſhed, that preſumption. vvith ſo ill 
fruites of it, to make vs ſee the contrarie : or as if the Teſta» 
ment of God yvete inſufficient, and he had not as ſufficient- 
lie prouided for his church in this point , asin others. He 
vill teach ys at length to knovy the tree by the fruit : and 
hat theſe great places in. the Hierarchie,are but mecre baites 
tocorrupt men: and make them to pleaſe ſuch biſhops, and 
ourtiersas can aduance them, offers bribes, vvreſt the Scrip- 
ues for the Hicrartchie , Arminiaiſme, and ſuch popit ht 
Foints, traditions; and ceremomes, as make the vvord of 
od of none effec. 

Neither is it any reaſoning from the time sf Auguſtin, 
and thoſe fathers, chat ſavy Dioceſſan Biſhops , and ſaid 
lot much againſt them, but rather ſeemed to rhinke the:r 
|, tollerable,, and/profficable, and them to be hereticks, 

at deuicd it, becing eſtabliſ hed by. councels. 


| 1s Becauſe 
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3, Becauſe the povver of Biſhops ;asvve proned in thok 
daies,vvas nothing like that they novy haue, but as one faith, 
as ynlike,as the povver of the Duke of Venice in the Senate 
is to that vvhich ſome Monarch hath in his dominions, and 
Ouer his ſubiects, | 

2. Thoſe Fathers had not fecne ſuch fruits of ir, in Anti- 
chriſt,and Antichriſtian povyer, as vve haue: and ſo vyhatit 
is to take ſuch acuſtome, or an ordinance of a Concell, forz 
good yyarrant. So many traditions, and ſuperſtitious rite 
yvere not then iguented , much lefle propoled as layves by 
the Epiſcopall povver, 

3- That it isno reaſoning from the conſent, ot continu- 
ance of thefathers, if the iaſtitution be not vvarrantable by 
Gods vvord- Neither they nor a generall Councell, nor Em 
perours, & kings, can make that tq be ex ##re divine, wyhich 
is not ſo by Gods Teſtament. Men vyill not preſume to makt 
other Ouerſeersto a mans Teſtament, then he hath appoin 
red, to {ce it performed, much leſlſe ought they to doe it to 
Gods, as they haue in ordaining dioceſſan Biſhops, and (ut. 
fcring them to obſcure, and annihilate thoſe places of (crip- 
ture, vyherein God giues the Eccleſiaſticall gouernmentto 
the Preſbyters , or (actilegiouſly to vſurpe, and applic then 
to any gouernment, ſo contraric to the Elderſhip, as thatot 
the Hierarchie is. - Thefe paſſages of the nevv Teſtament 
are the letters Patents of the Preſbyterie : and yet diocclly 
Bil hopsdoc'not only vſurpe them , as Papiſts doe ſome plu 
ces for the Pope , aud make them ſerue to authoriſea con 
trary gouernment, moſt pernicious tothe brdinanceof Got 
but quice -cxclude the Preſbyters , to vvhome they vv 
grantcd, (from the gouerament, and from: that effect 
povver in Synods, vvhich is due tothem., & not to Bit hops 
vvho could not yvell be appoſed-in the Nicene Councth 
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ogdeme could not be ſo manifeſt to Conftantine, and his 
,nnes, nor ſo euident in the time of Cyprian, and Atha- 
aſius,as it VVAs {ince, or noyy is. Euen as the Lion, or Leo» 
rd doth bur litle harene, vvhile ic is but a iicle vyhelpe, For 
deed they had not ſick dominion ouer Preſbiters, nor 
ch courts, Chancellours, Officials, Deaves, povver in pro= 
es of yvilles, and Teſtaments, much 1-fle in feibidding 
zedefence of the truth againſt Pelagians 2 nor ſuch Rul.s, 
id ceremonies to ſuſpend, and ſilence about ſurpleſſes,cere- 
zonies, &c, Neither can'the church give it them , much 
fe, ſome 1n Synods , that beare the name of the church, if 
jethings ginen,and coinmanded. be againt: the kingdome, 
dordinance of God, or make rcligzon rediculous, and the 
rord of none eftet, as may be ſaid of the Hicracchic, and 
me ecreMOnies, | EWA 
As namely that in baptifing an Infant , they ſhould gre 
m, vvith the ſigne f the croſſe in tokerr,, thatbe ſhall not be 
hamed to confeſſe the faith of ChriF, and manful'y to fight 
der hs banner again# ſinne, &c. and yet vvhen he comes 
daze, he isprohibited to contend for that faith againſt Ar- 
inian and popiſh, errours : yeaa miniſter is alſo forbidden 
d doe it, though ar his ordination: he'is made to promiſe 2 
be ready vuith all diligence to baniſh , and drine away all See the ore 
, 4 ering 0 
ronious ſtrange doctrines,contrarie to Gods wvord: V V hat gc). 
Xckeries are theie? And noyv in theſe dates ot the churches Prieſts, &c» 
ouble, & perf':zcution, haue the Engliſh, that ſtand fo much 
It theſe ſignes,, and ceiemonies , proued better ſouldiers of 
hriſt, in ſuch caſes as that of the Palatinate, andthe like, 
en they of other churches , that have them not ? or baue 
c not rather proued vvorie?-Dee'they more feare God, 
they more obedient to his*ofdinances,/ and/keepe the 
urch more vncorrupt ; then thoſe Proteſtants thar/vyeare 
dlutplefſes, boyy not to the Altar ; 'niot. kneele not yvhen 
$ F they 
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they reccjue?Surely not more, but leſſe.Such a one as DoQuMtuly 
Lambe, or other prophanc men,” amidit ali their kneyrneeom: 
abhominations, may live 19 more peace vvith them, thai Hi 
one, that vvithout iuſt cauſe they call a PuritaineGod is muchiſhe h 
better plcaſed-vvhen churches , and their learned defender, lp 
are motc in deedes, and lefſe in ſuch fignes &f humainc in Wham 
ucn'1on, as are but mcere mockeries, and burdens, jed a 

1 hatancient ÞBiſl hops and Synods haue vicd, and ordaine{fſey, t 

theſe, & the lik: things,is no warrant for them. For you mayican 
ſee the caſe of the ancient Biſhops in their ſucceſſions, by th 
Engliſh, and their moſt learned defenders : vvbol as magic 

novy lining have ſcene) becauſe they receiued not the /ore 

the Truth in matter of the Elderſhip, traditions, and ceremo {nd c 
nies, but their * feare toward God hath , in theſe caſes , beneſctor: 
taught by the precepts of men: therefore God hath giuen thenjſWinia 
ouer to belecue ſome popiſh,and Arminian lies: and becaul | 
they reeciue not the loue of the truth, in thoſe matters d|dc,a: 
Arminianiſme,wherin alſo their feare toward God is tauglt|Mſiclar 
by the precepts of men, God muſt needes giue them oueriſucr | 
ſtronger deluſions, to belceue vvorſe things, & the vvitdonegWvater 
of their vviſe, and learned men , muſt needes be more , an(ji%lt 
more hid, and periſhing: and they muft needes fall more,anW'chics 
m -re into earthly polecies, praQiſes,and faA ions, to colounevcnt 


_ and maintaine vyhat they haue done amiſſe, and to hold \ipiWS2inl 


and .increaſe their povver againſt parliaments, and al! then "1s EF 
Oppoſers: vyhich is not to preſerue order, but to confoundi_ght”* 4 
nor to be true, but falſe helpers to kings, and States: vyhereb{ (11 
Romiſ h religion is more helped, then the Proteſtant , !0W* luch 
Houſe of Aullria, then the houſe of God, the greate vvhon{W'<Plai 
then the reformed churches,and all true , & effeuall conſe "ved 

deracie, vvith thoſe churches , againſt the common encmicght%o! 
is hindred: for indeed to deſire Romes ouerthrovy, vere" 3ht 


ſecke their ovync, in that vyhich is Romiſh ; they cann = 
Ot DI -__ ws os oa AT. e-- Aoy Vu tot 1 eg tec OO p r, | 
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Ao kuly loue them, that are gouerned by Preſbiters: for iy. 2.Cor,6, 
venom munion hath light wuith darknes ? Os 
tha Hence it is that forraigne Proteflants, yvho, truſting to 
nuchMhe helpe of the Engliſh haue ſuffered for it, and in ſteade of 
ders Welpe haue ſcene many dangerous diuilions in Enxslit b par- 
\cin Wamea:s, and counſailes, vyhich could not haue bene ſo car- 
ied avvay, but by the helpe,and countenance o: the Bil hops, 
ainedMay, that theſe euils in England, and a!l others , that by ihele 
| ma {Wicancs baue be.allen the reformed churches, hauc ſprung 
5 the om che Engliſh prelacie, & Hierarchie,vvhich bring torth 
nanief:ch Proteitants,& Bithops, & yi hich mainiaine a neyvtrall, 
oe mixed religion, partly popit h, in the Hierarchie, traditionss 
emo Mnd ceremonies , maintained vvith moſt zeale , partly of the 
 bereſctormed, in potnts of faith leſlc regarded, and partly of Ar- 
thenfMninianiſmc lately receiued : all vvhich makes them Juke- 
«caueWvarine Laodiceans,or nevvrers, that as much helpe the one 
ers de,as the other, in treaties, leagues, ſuccours, &c. And (o1the 
2ughMcclates, vvith their Hicrarchie, and traditions,arc like to the 
uerof&Þucr Euphrates,that ran betv veenc Baby lon, & her enemies, 
(JoneMWvatered both (ides, & hindred the ſurpriſing ot her, as theſe 
e, an{ſWpuit necdes doe the ſacking o: Rome, till their dominion, 6 
re aud{ichcs,that makes them thus corrupr, be taken avvay,& their 
olourMcuenues turned to better vies. And therefore their ſaying 
31d wf@geinit vs, that this is Cham like to di/couer the nakenesof r.Sam,6; 
11 chef nes Father, or muther, vvith the Bethi hemites to prie p70 10: 
andif'e rhe, 1 vich Vzzah that offered to ſupport it, to meddle © On 
nerebfP) (211 gs that belong not to vs, but 10 the: Biſ hops: there mutt 
\t , WP luch to preferne order, andall theother parts of their plea, 
vhorMW'c plainly abuſed, made meere { hifts, & mighr as vv«ll baue 
confeſWe<d the Papilts againit V V aldo, Luther & Calyin,as them 
nemicſWainſt the t 1deri hip, If they vvouldeſpeake truth, they 
verenP"'gÞt rather ſay,as by Con#anrines, ſo by Queen Fliz.:berhs 
car; nWomnming to the crovyne, vvith peace cprred plentie , & ho- 
pour, and yyith them ambition, couctoutnes,& corruption. 
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So in ſhort time,and by degrees, it fared vvith thoſe anciey 
Biſhops, their feare toyvard God in matters of their Hiety, 
chic, traditions, and ccremonies, began to be taught by the 
precepts of men: vvith theſe am bition, and coucteoutſnes ex, 
tred into the church : therefore fitlt in theſe, & then in owe 
things, their vviſdome began to be hid,and periſ hirg,ſothy 
they could not (ee the miſchictes follovving eioceflan, ani 
prouinciall Bil hops. 

4 The church of Rome at that time the Bulvvark,andau, 
thoritic of dioceſſan Epiſcopacic, vvas not then knovrney 
be the Y/Yhore ef Babylon,and mother of fornications : butfy 
her integcitic in other matters, as againſt Arrians, and othe 
hereticks vvas thought the pillar of rrurh:and for the greats 
of her Biſhop not oppoſed by many, but rather applaudedh 
the moſt: therefore feyy or none vvould then ſpeake 2gair 
her cuſtome, and tegets : vvhich indeede made their ovin 
_ Epiſcopall anthoritie to be held the more lavvfull;and nec 

faric, the rather bzcauſe of the honour & profit, that accon 
panied it:So prone is all mankinde to encline to thoſe van 
ties,and be blinded by them, | | 

S-+ Though it yycre vvithout all true authoritie of Sci 
ture, yet cuſtome,and conſent of Synods had eſtabli! hed,an 
increaſed it, as they alfo did the primacie, and poyver cf tit 
Pope in the Nicene, Sardean, and other councels: & therefor 
it vvas thought an hereſie in ZErius to diſſent from then! 
yvhereas the hereſie vyas rather in them that difſented fro! 
the inſtitution , and praQtiſe of the church in the time ofth 
Apoſtles: but indeed the miſterie of iniquitie could not oth 
yviſc haue vvrought , that the church of Rome ſhould) 
come the great vvhore, and her Biſhop the Antichriſt. F 
theſe ordinances, that ſet yp dioceflan Biſ hops, Archbiſhop 
and Patriarchs, vvith many nevy citcs, and ceremonies, fi 
zhered the greataes and authoritic of the Biſhop, and churd 
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of Rome ;-and ſieh vyas-then the euſtome, and doArine of 
that church,implying; that they vvere neecflante; therefore it 
yvas counted Schiſme, and herefieto hold any thing to the 
cotrarie, though taught in ſcriptures, the nameof the church 
did carrie it againſt all proofes vyhatſacuer, If any oppoſed, 
and faide, theſe things vycre Ieyviſh, heaghenith , or Anti- 
chriſtian, or tended that vvay ,, they conld not vvant inſtru-: 
mentall daubers, to quiet or confound them , vvith abuſing 
ſuch places as that, If 5e bire & deuoure one another,take heede 
gebe not deuonred one of another. Keepe the wnitie of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, Diſpute not about things inditterent, but 
rather obſerue ynitie, and yniformitie, vvith due obedience 
to the church, to Bif hops, to Synods, and their ordinances: 
and neuer ſay they are ill carried: be not ſo ſeditious, {chiſma- 
ticall or peruerſe; they are your guides, and you ſhould be 
guided,and ruled by them. By theſe, and the like meanes, 
and deuiles , they paſſed from errour to crrour, 

Encn as at this day in England, the Supporters of the Hier- 
archie , and Arminianiſme preuaile by the ſame reaſons, by 
abuſing, the ſame,and the like places, and by ſaying, the an- 
cient Synods ordained Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and the 
cuſtome,and dofrine of the church of England doe implie, 

nd teach, that they , and their traditions, and gouernment 
arcneceffarie, therefore it is ſchifme, and hereſic to diſſent 
trom them, that is, though you hold yyith the (criptures:the 
name of the church of England muſt cartic it again all 
proofes vyhatſocuer:and therefore though they vvill not be 
accounted Papifts, as thoſe are vvho ſtand for the Pope , yet 
ae they Pontificiens, ſuch as maintaine dioceſlan, and pro- 

nciall Biſhops, & the oppoſers thereof to be ſchiſmaticks 
and hereticks. For they knoyv,that as it vvas of old, ſo at this 
ay,thecallingofthem hereticks,is (next to povver,cuſtome 
udhumaine conſtiuution)the beſtargument todefend their 

| F 3 Hieratchie, 
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'Hieratchje,and the traditions thereof. For vyhile they (of Ml a'c 
at them, and their Texers,and call them hereticks, Puri:ains;4 MW bid 
peruerfe'Spirits, thar labour to proue that the Hierarchie 
ought to bzabolilhed, & the Elderſhip reſtored, this maky 


Princes; nobles, miniſters, and people ro ſtop their earcs,and Won! 
eyes,agrinſtall the beſt reaſons, and proofes of Scripture, ih 
* Lak, 16. theſe Taſes, and in like manner-to ſcofte at them. * So the 
, 3 TR ,, Phariſes derided Chriſt, like as at this day,;the greateſt defence cou 
of Romith religion, is ſcoffingat theProteftant taith, calling WRon 
it hereſic, & them hereticks that profeſle it: this makes Prin: Wmer 
*ces, Priefts, and people to looke no further , butto ſtop their 
cares againſt all proofes, as againft rhe 'Sophiſtric of here. 
ticks, V Vith this deuiſe alſo hath the church of Rome pre {Wchri( 
uailed from time to time, and by it ran from one errour to auth: 
another, till ſhe-became full of abhominations.; and to haut WMe#ce 
ſuch povver, that no man durſt yndertake to conuince her, ito Go, 
And ſo may the church-of England, vvhohath begun iuchahV Vh 
progrefle,in ſome popiſh ceremonies, & Arminian errours, {much 
vvhich are maintained by praQtiſes, as becing ſuch , as the) {Mkioce 
vvill ſuffer no man to diſpute againſt: but vvith povver, andaily t 
cunning pretences prohibit all trom gainſaying her Prelats Miatrs, 
» 2,Cor. 1, in any thing, asthe church of Romedid. This is to have a-Mno ot] 
24s minion oner mens faith, vwhich the Apoſtles abhorred , (ceinzio rep 
the truth of God, is in theſe points revealed, and things revs Mitime , 
led belong to vs,10 vyhome it is giuen to contend for the faith, WMeiici pl 
"V Vhence it muſt needes-follovy , that they alſo vvill ger4ibe furt 
-povyer to doe; & teach vyhat they liſt, and yer no manihalMeiſtrat 
Luk,16.10 dare to conuince them. For-Chriſt faith, He that s vniunn 
the leaſt, ts unin#t alſo in much. | 
L er no man therefore ſay theſe are ſmall differences , thi 
the authoritic of Biſhops-Thould be receiucd in them, « 
that they arc matters too high for the people, lecing they 
not higher then-the myſteries of the Trinitic, vvhich- being 


all 
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a'ſo taught in Scriptures ſhould be keld ofall ,/and not for- GE, 
ddr, as theſe arC , roopena gap for * poperie to enter, OO is 
For ſuch cuer haue bene , (uch are , and (ich. muſt r.cedes be = ena 7 
'he fruit of greatncs in the clergie, And there/orc vvheccas ifors and 
ſome lay,a+ the church grevv larger,and larger,ſo there might AÞ<ttorse 
be nes v offices, & officers orgained , hauing greater honour, 
aud more ample iuriſdiaion , and command , cuer vvhole 
countries, and Provinces, they ice here the truits of it, in 
Rome, and in England. lt is not the putting of re};gious 
men into the papacie, or into Eogliſh, Biſhopyvricks , that 
vvill hejpe thele things, if the ca:lings beof men, and not of 

od, as is proued in both. For out of this opinion Anti- 
chriſt aroſe to his greatnes, and ihe church of Rome to her, , - 
authoritie, cxrour, and tyrannic, and that wwuhich « highly MR 
eleemed amongit wen 15 ( oft times ) abomination in the ſight 

God, that puniſheth mcns inucntions,and preſumptiQns. 
VV hich in this caſe vyere veric abſurd. - For the church vvas 
much enlargedin the Apoftles daies, yet did they-not appoint 

iocefſan Biſhops , and Archbiſhops : but as churches vvere aa, 14-23 
ily founded in any king\ome, {0 they ordained them El- Titus. 
ers, aud deacens. in exery church. of congregation , having 

o other ſpitituall head then Chriſt 3, nor no other meanes 

orepre ſe errour , and Schifme, then vvas in. ihe Apoſtles 

ime, to vvit, calling of Synods.to reduce doctrine ,. and 
likcipline 10 that of the Apoſtles. . V V hich indeed ſhould 
de furthered, chexifhed, and maintained by kings), and Ma- 
viſtrates , as by nurſing, fathers.  V Vherein all thould re- 
member thoſe things. Remone no? the ancient bounds wvhich Pn - 
jby Fathers hane ſet, He that breaketh an bedge a Serpent NY 
Jall bite him. The Inuentours,, enlargers ,,and maintal- 


ers of Diocean Epiſcopacie , haue remoued;, and broken 


5 


be bounds, the Apoſtles 'ſet, and have planted Dioceſſans | 
nd Prouinciall Biſhops , ues that brought out fruits 
_ oo d- woo... v « accordingly 
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accordingly many biting ertonts haue bene propagated by 


the great names of Biſhops and Popes, ſuch as Paulus Semo. 
ſateneus, Liberius, Neſtorius, and many others, after the 
bounds were broke, which ſhould haue bin better oblerued, 
And if in any congregation , by reaſon of the largenes ofthe 
pariſh, or the many, and rich people that dvvell init, ſome 
miniſters come to better meanes then other, happy man by 


his lot: that is the greateſt difference, that ought to hae bene 


betyveene one Paſtor & an other. The choice of m1nilter 
Iying moſt in the pariſh , andſuch miniſters, and Elders, a 
dvycll neere about them. And this vray mit-ifters, aud 
pcople ſkould haue bene better prouided for, then now 


They are, yvhen ſome haue double benefices, Bil hopy» ricky 


Denatries, comendaes, and ina vvord ſome fevv haue al, 
though they preach litle, but the moſt haue litle or neuet1 
vvhit, though they vvould preach , and inſtruct. Theretor 
vvhereas ſome ſay theſe places are berter encouragments 


make Schollars ſtuddie,then the paritie of the Purnains: we 
| {cc here that they are rather nurſeries of ſuperitition,vribers, 
 ſimonie, non reſidencie, idlenes, ambition , and errour, ant 


meere allurements to make men ftuddie; to maintaine lud 
traditions,and ceremonicsas make the vvord of none effed, 
to get dominion ouer mens faith;and cuen ro mold religiot 
a'terthe pleaſure of ſuch as can aduance them to thoſe gre: 
place:fo'excerdingly doe they corrupt the church. Andth 
fore that hiatk,and vyill more fully be toundof them vyhi 
Zanchie fairh of the Hicrarchie, & ordinances of the ancici 
fathers;and councels. * AI ton of times voth 
brought to an extreame tyrannie and ambition : wwvhich wk 
reafor v men approach in theſe 

| the CApohes, by ſo ml 
the mbre ought they to'be approued by ws, and vue tndge i 
men ought tg indeanonr that things may enerywhere be bro 


a by 
"m0 
r the 
rued, 
f the 
ſome 
an by 
bene 
11tets 
15,4 
, aud 
now 
,x1cks, 
IC all 
cuetl 
refort 
nt$t0 
S:vR 
iberi, 
Ir, and 
jo lack 
effec}, 

-ligiot 

e Lies 

dth 

yy hid 


— - 2 


- b 
thaterder. AlltheReformed Churches hold;and follow 
ie proofes of this opinion.” Only the Prelares and Defors lob, 3. 20, 
f England account them veric firange, and thereforc hate 
clight in this point. So that God may ſay of them, a8of  . _. 
hraim 3 7 have vwriten to him the greatt things of my Law, ob... "ou 

they were counted as 4 ftrang thing.  'I bey haucabetiee 
inion of their ovvne ordinances,aidare better acquainted 
ith them : they ſuffer Princes, and people tv heare, and 
ory them, and all the reaſons they haue for them; but not 
ic proofes that are for the Elderſ hip, though our Lord ſay: 


g » 


ethat is of God, heareth Gods vvords + ye therefore beare loh,$.47. 


jem nt , becauſe ye are not of God. . Faery one that # of ihe chap,1.31 
uth heareth my voice, Y Vherein they are not the more 

xcuſable, becauſe theſe or the like things hauc bens in-ſome 

t yſed by the ancient churches, .9t are commanded: by 

ings & States, vvhen indeed it hath cammonly bene, at the 

ſtance of the Biſhops or their fattion.lt is trang that men, 


at thus beare all the ſvvay in the ehurch, rulc all things,and 
1en giue layves.to Others , haue.no other yvarrant for this 
cir office, & zuthori! y,thencuſtome, Eccleſiaſtical conſtity- 
n, vvhercin themiglues haue bene the Iudges, or the.con- 
n,and appointment of Kings, -Foras to ſuch cuſtomic, and 
onftitation,that which a learned Author faith in a like calo, 
vvorthy obſcruation.. The impietie of Neſtorius had diuided Hifſtor,of 
hriſt,making ewo ſonnes,and denyi2g him to be God, who was borne the counc, 
the bleſſed virgin', the church to inculcate the” Catholike trurhin the of Trent. 
iindes of the faithfall; made oftentmencionof her in thechurches ; as PaSe1 v. 
ellofthe Eaft, as of che Weſt, with rhis title, Mariecthe mother of Goth 
his being inſtirured only ſor th: honour of Chriſt, was by litle, and hile 
dmmunicated alfo to the mother, and finally applied to her alone, and 
tercfore- when Images began' ro mwultiplie, Chriſt was painredasababe 
phis mothers armeg/,co,Nur vs, 40 mindeof the wor(hifffur yord him, 
en in that age; But 1n;progreſſe of nies was.tarned intothe w rf.hi 
Fibe mother, withbtrrf1d ſonne(/Bt're linins ks an appendeX In thi 
ure, The writers snd:lreachers ;eſferiallic-rtioſe that werecontein» 
ue, caried with-the'terrear of che'y Mgac,whick is able to doe. ag 


36 
in theſemiatter} ; leduing to-mencion-Chriſt , invented with: one actyy 
1 Dew praiſes, Epithites, and rc}igious {fruices; In ſo much,that abowe!| 
ycere 1050. a daily office was tnftir ured ro the bleſſed virgin, diſtingyi 
fired by {caen Canonical howres , in a forme which anciently was ev 
vicd to the honour of :he diuine maicftic,and inthe next hundred yeen, 
the worſhip ſo increaſed , tha: zr cameio.the heighs ».£Ben tO attribus 
rhat vn'o her,w hich the Scxiptures ſpcake of the divine wifdome;, Aj 
imongſtcheſe'tnuented nouities; this was one,her Yoral dxemprivn froy 
originall fianc, Y ce this remamed only, in the breaſts cf ſome few ptiyz 
m-n,haumg ao place in Eccleſiaſticall ceremonies,or am6gt the learned, 
Heſhevveth, hovv it yvas oppoled, and yer after came to 
recciued by the induſtrie of Scotus, and other Franciſcan 
vvhich'isa Storie too. log forthis place, Fruamthis part ofthy 
nariation, wee ſee hoyv many evils ſprung from that ancient 
' Invention of paintingChrift as a babe in his mothers arms 
vvhich it may be, didlitle hurt at the firſt, and vyas beheli 
as thing indifferent, vvith licte or no offence, & ACCOUnitel 
tolictable, ifallovved by authoritie; The inuentorsmigit 
mane as litle harme int, yer dopbtles the inuention;and1. 
Jovvance gave occaſion of all rheſe cuils,& vvas ſome bread 
ofthe ſecond comandement;as yvomen 1hat frifle theirhai, 
paint,or lay open their naked breaſtsare occafions of luſt, 
breake the commandement, & fuch precepts,as require ms: 
&itic;thoagh they doe not thefe things oh purpoſe xo make 
men fornicarors, but for faſhion'fake, to ger huf bands,or the 
hke reaſon. At this day there'is fact an Image of the virgit 
reedificd, & beautified ac the crofle in cheape ſide, Beſicestt: 
gl:ſh Papiſts,diuers Spaniards, & others, haue bene obſenid 
to yvorſhip tt: and therefore neither the ancieat cuſtomed 
this inueation,norany conllitution allowing it,nor the lik 
Hurt it did at the firſt, or novy doth to many,can lerue tow 
Euſcthe Rulers that (ufterir;For vvee ſce many kings are bl 
med for fuffering the high places, vvhichſome tirne viet 
lie f;quented,or at Jeaft notby many,Smal favits & errout 
make vvay for greater. It may be:the inuentors, and mainti- 
REts of diocelian Bi hops & ſom-Romiſhccre monics-meal 
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sfitte hurt at the firſt; as any of theſe, yet ſeeing they ins 
2ne,doe, & may doe fo much hurt, it isa great fault ro main= 
ine or lufier them. T he leſuits know, that the maintenance 
fthem,and ſuppreſſing of bookes againſt them;arc notable 
duttions to nevvtraliie, Juke y;varmnes, iSnorance,crrour, 
ad poperie,2s they finde in many Arminians, and pentitici- 
as: & farther,that no Protettant church inthe yyorld hath 
zhandiom a cloake for a churchPapiſt,Spaniſh,orRomil h, 
thele ſerue for, And yer thele,asall the errours of the Ro= 
ji(h church, being once receiued, hauc bene maintai:.cd by 
nen of great pietie, & kgoyviedge.in other things, V Vhoare 
ought to haue more knovvledge, holines,& denonon then 
dmefrancitcans,thar maintainethelc errors about the bleſe 
ed virgin, & others of | pane The deuil, & all corrupt men, © 
auing once broached any errour,cucr get ſome of the molt 
1gious,and learncd to defend ir,or ar leaft,thar it is a thing 
diffeceat or tollerable ; thus the beginnings of Dioceflan 
ſhops, and Romiſh ceremonies, ſome primacie in the 
Pope, Images in the churches to a rcligious vic, and the like, 
ing begun yvith ſmaller digriefſipns from the truth , haue 
aincd ſomero defend them, as things indifferent, and tolle- 
able,vyho vvere reckoned, & oft vvere, men of great knovv- 
edge and pictic in other matrers:and rhcn theſe errours,and 
abuſes, being thus defended, grevy greater, and more intolle- 
nble, Sothe Biſhops in England, hauing gotten ſome men 
10 ſubſcribe,that are verie learned, & religiqus,they;then get 
them alſo tro defend their Hierarchie,ttadztions, and-ccremo- 
nies : vyhich do@rine they knovy, .x vil) be beſt received at 
ſuch mens hand, as vvce have of late ſcene in Doltor Burges, 
and others , much. graced by the Biſhops, yvbo among 
themſelucs allp haue ſome that are, and others, that ſeem... 
to be verie religious in many things. But vvee ſhould re- 
member, that theſe are burmen ; that engaged a lile in foy 
Gauſe, ate ſubic& to fall farther into it ; that gifts or hopes '6f 
- G 2 | preferment 


Art, 34, 


prefermet blind theeiesof the vviſe;that the church of Ro. Ml inf 
me could neuer haue gained her cauſe in ſo many things, il peri 
ſhe had not had the helpe of men, eſtcemed as religious, ant For 


learned; that ſhe could neuer yyant of this fort, viho h{|if thei 
ſuch rev vardsfor her champions, & ſuch poyver to ſuſpend WF mc 
and ſilence, the oppoſers ;-n0'more.can the Biſhops, MW wh 

The 3 4. Article faith thus, It & not neceſſary that tradition; veir 
& ceremonies be in all places one or viterly like, for at all time, 'pc4 
they hane bene diners , and may be changed according to the h, con! 
werſitre of countries times, and mens manners,ſo that m—_ mM Bb 
ordained , againit Gods wierd. | anſvyere, tn ſome caſes1hi 
may be admitted, For the Apoſtle vv onld not have a macro! 


1.Cor, 11, Paying, to be couered in thechurch, and in thoſe hot coun {WM £12" 


4+&Cs 


_ Cer. 14+ the bicifed virgin } Becauſe the A polile ſaith, Let al/ things 


"tries, if any that might wel endure to be barcheaded in praicr, {Wl ihe! 
as the moſt might, ſhould haue vrornea night cap, or the C2 
hike rhing in the church, it had bene a$Srearcan euill in bin 2 
as if he had vyorne a hatt; yet in ours, being a much colder 
countrie, the church, vrith good reaſon , allovveth ſack to 
vycare night caps in time of praicr , ascan not vvith faferyof 
their health be vncouered'fo long. God requires not the 
dcath or danger of his creatures in ſuch caſes. !n Muſcouie, 
Svvede , and {ome colder Climates , men are fo bitten with 
froſt, that they are conſtrained to keepe ſomyvhat on theit 
heads, Here neceſſitie requireth , that the ceremonie be not 
the ſame, nor in ſome old or ſick body , that is not ableto fiitio 
kaeelc all the time of praicr. But vvhar neceſlitie js therefot Th 
the crofle in Baptiime , theſurpleſſe, copes, or kneclingat thet 
the Sacrament, which vvere not vſcd in the age of the Apott-W "55! 
les, are but meere mockeries, make the vvord of none cficd, W% 07 


2nd haue bene ſo much abuſed to idollatrie, a5the Image d in 
ure 


and fi 
the pl 


done decentlh., andin order, therefore ſome infer, the church 
- or the RA may © ordaine theſe,and the like, A foolil h 


inferenc, 


oe "yay 


49 
infetenee, that ſernes as vycll for the Papils, and theirtrum- 
peties, pretended 'to-belong toidecengie, be. qrder,as for theme 
Forhovy is there more decencie; arid'otder ; intheſethings 
then vvas in the time of the Apoliles,or isnovv in the retor- 
med-churches ?, The Apoftle ſpeakes of decencie and order, 
whereby they ſhould be the better Chriſtians, the vvomen 
beirig couered, the men vncouered in time of praicr:the men 
ſpeaking in a knoyyne tongue, and one afteranother, not 
he 4:0 confuſedly , the vvomen keeping ſilence; inthechurch : of 
ing  ebeſe,and the like, he faith, Letall things be done decently, 
51h andin order.” But vyhat better Chriſtians are ;men forthe 
; min crofſe in baptitme, for the ſurpleſſe, and kneelingat the Sa» 
ein  crament ? vvhat more decencic, and otder in'the furpleſle, 
raier MWthen ina ſhirt of haire, a leſuirscloake a friers vvhite roabe, 
2t the a Capuchins gray govvne,& hood, or the rope vyherevvith 
he gitds himſelfe? yvhat more decencie , and Order. in the 


older (Mcroſe in baptifine, then in theicroffe that hangsat the friers 
ch tofMgitdle 4 in kneeling at the receiuing of the bread, then in 
ery ofQſ*necling at the feere of a Prieſt in confeſſion, before a croſle, 


ot Image, Or atthcir receiuing of the hoſt ? vyhat more de 
ncie; and orderin dioceſſan,& prouinciall Bil hops, Chan= 
vvith {Mcclionrs, Deancs, and Archdeacons, and their courts, and 
their proceedings, then in thoſe of the church of Rome, the Care 
e not dinals Generals, and Canoniſts, ſaue in the degrees of ſuper« 
ble tofMWfiition and impietic? - 6 HE 52554 FOITa | 
refor MF That place indeed giues yvarrant in fome cafes,as touching 
ngat the time,and place of Gods vyorſhip, and needefull ceremo» 
nies therem. That on the Lords day, it ſhould begin about 
$,0rg. in the morning, andend before noone, and begin 2« 
faine about tvro , becauſe aneivin many places haue far to 
aurch,and the daies being ſhort, muft hauc timerogoe to, 
andfro, and togine. That though in the primatiuechurch, 
the place yvcre oft in mens houſcs,a barne,oria the feildes; 
= _ G3 yet 
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yer hovy'it isfit to fhiniea'Temple, yvhere it may be had, oy 
Place ſct apart for tharvſe;in tho reformed charches ner 
dcs the chapters, & begins the Plalmes; theſe things are done 
in betterorder, when they are committed to OoNcvyho com. 
monly hath a good voice, and {kill in tuning: and if it vyere 
nHot'ſo.there vvould be ſame: diſorder. Order is alio taken tor 
the'molt decent comming'to the table of the Lord, gathen 
ing of almes, keeping ſilence, and viing decent geſture in the 
church, Novvif theſe things were notaliogetherthus in the 
primatiue church : yet the alteration in ceremonie, is Jitleor 
nothing, and rather to things decent;andneceflatic, thenio 
hurifull,& vnproffirable. Bur this can not be ſaid oi the croſh 
in bapriſme,the ſurpleſſe, or knecling at the Sacrament; much 
lcfle of the Epiſcopall povver, and Hierarchic, theſc.are not 
things neceſlaric, but vnproffitable,& hurttull,not beter bu 
yyofle.: In England veric many Miniſters, & ſome hat have 
ſmalmeanes,weare beuer hatsofgreat price{which not mar 
yeeres lince vvere yyvorne of none but Princes ) alio caſſechs, 
& dublitsof Satin, cloakes faced, & ſome lined v vith.veluch 
& pluſh: their yvines alſo goc in looſe govynes of (ilke, heuer 
hats, fannes initheir hands,and niany other vanitics. Itis tw 
that both the one, and the other may goe-neatre, & cleane, no; 
ſordid,and naftic, but yet not thus colitly,and vaiuly:yyhetio 
they making litle conſcieace,are the calicr induced to think 
of tyvo liuings to maintaine it, anda coach to boote, & ihe 
bf being'made DoRors,Deanes,& Biſhops, and ſomtimcs 
the inſtance of their vyiues, becauſe they vvould kaue ploch 


yea to buye theſe honours, and benefices, or flatter for thcnMhb; 


v\herin mens mindes are feldome ſatisfied, but rather more 
enflamed, and cortupred :/being Doors they vrould have 


fo 


prebendariesor another. liuing,and then be Prancs: hauingAMeiſci 


Denatic;, they. yvould hauea Þiſhqpyviick, haying gol 


That, they aimeata bettcr; and 19 atjaine thcm,they, - i | 
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51 
forced to flatter, bribe,bid;&outbit,as in a market,ot vyhere 
things areſold þy the candle, or-at an outcrie, to the extreme 
ſhame of the Chriſtian profeſlis, So that if theſe great places 
yrere layvfull, yer almoſt nothing is left to delert;, or free 
eleaion commonly all goes by mgney,corruption,or fricads 
in thegourt, fuch as the Duke, vy;ho ſtrengthen their faQion, 
by them. Hence follovycs idlencs, and non refidence, luke 
warmaes, and rempotiſing: they vvhomake no conſcience 
of ſuch things can not but be blind in others, the ſpirit of 
God forſakes them ; they arethe more caſey} induced, to de» 
fend the Hieracchic, aud.ceremontes,tolctin  Arminigoil me, 
ſome kinde of poperie, or other corruption in doazine, aud 
diſcipline at the pleaſure of ſuch as can aduance them,, or. zt . 
Jatto vvinke at ſuch proceedings : and thus they become 
nouciſhers of poperie,,. and the ſteps to its, fprqur Sauiour 

ith, He that 5 not with me & againſt me, and he that gas Myrzco 
Ghereth not vvith me  ſcattereth abroade. But indeed: an enilf 
eecan not b:ing foorth good fruite.. Theſe: great places in, 
the HicrarChie be1ng not of God, but of men, ſuch m 
.cedes, be the fruies of hem. If the church ſceing theſe euilg 
pring from pride;ambiiion,& couetcoulnes, 1 houſd ordaiug 
amcane toall,jn apparell and ycerely maintenance, and ſuch 
gther things, like (hatin the reformed churches , doubtles 
luch ag;ordinice vvere tobe obcicd, the church hath pavver | 
todociit, not {implie, & abſolutely byany: authoritie giuen it 
inall things, thar-they pleaſe tocall indifferent, but in things 
thus peeps, , & agrcabletothe vvord of Gods, vvhich for- 
bids facti coltly apparel, and lordſhip in them, & commands 
em to be graue,, and enjamples to the flocks: the churches 
uthorinie, is nothing but, in gheſe caſes, Wep:ha fuch gthers of 
ſciplige as, jsahoyenamed.. In all other, Chriſf isahe only 
Lay Vgiuer of his Chun the Solc bay oy 9 thereof # -- 
Lord of the familics | nd ye; 
| 6 : #4* > Naw 
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: Not t6infif& ypon-other things, vvhat neceNarie vſc 
there, of Cathicdral chutches;of vyhich, ſore make-ſo mich 
tcligion, to hauc them recdefied? In that of London, the 
vypper, and leſle part is only-vſed in ſeruice, Some of thoſe 
greate fabricks have bene, and might be-vvell-imiploicda 
colleggtare churches , forreading ot lefures, and preſerving 
of putitie in-dottrine, good manners, and learning: things of 
this nature doc indeed make them ſomyvhat vvorthy the te. 
pairing. The greateſt Temples inthe reformed charchesare! 
put t0:good vie; butvyheretherc'is not ſuch ve; there iti 
not yyorth thecoſt. - Mounfieurdw Pleſſes obſerueth tha 
vihen'religion, andidoAtinebegan to becorrupred, that they 


Plefles 
myft, of 
iniqUite; 


progreſ-24 might coucr it, and feeme no lefle religious; rhey fell to buil: 
ding of Temiples,and Altats, to preſſe deuzutegeſturcs,cce- 
monies, &e, cuert ſo the Biſhops'; that vyyanc zcale againſt 
of, om rminianiſmenon teſidencic,andſuch erroursand 
ba 


fe/as ate ctept into the ehutth, fatter ſuch frierids; and 

fupportersof ihem,as are mighty,or able to deiend, & reward 

cher ,, 4nd inthe mcine tine, to ſeemie no leſie: religiou, 

triake greate'religion of devote geſtures; building, repairing 

and qdotitig o* Temples ni both 'vyhich, the Papiſts exceed: 

» Pletſes Them andas Hefaith, * The wiſer fort of men'are encr miþ 
vbi ſupra, Penalfull in fach things 16 ſhadow, and obſcure the memorit 

thetr enill acF5.; Ttis true; 'that many vvho vvorſhip in (pint, 

int trmk /and/arc zealous thatdoArine may be priſerucdin 

the piltty the'Apoſttes left R;atc yer too negligetin deuoute 

geſture ir) praier , that ſome'grovy too familiar}, and ſauci 

vvith God: this is ill}, blitthe other is much vyorſe, vyhel 

.men'ſceke the __ due preaching;and heating 

thedefency bf thernith', &tHnfe of God, in ſuch caſes as thi 

| jb ttre Palaliiare;theRechdlersandthe like! orMatterthel 

afie ftitwds, and berraiers;, ich as the Dike, &c; for vyhil 

Mat,23.2 p;hus the true church of God , the living fiviies and va ple 
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uilt the high places, Ieroboam ſet vp Calues, Ahaz ſaw as 10, 


| | $3 
cherein God dvvels, are fpoited and vvaſted, ſuch mens cal- 


ingfor bodcly geſtures, & building of Temples,is but tithing 
f mint, and anniſe; and leauing the vreightier matters vn- 


ared for, like hypocriticall Pharifes, Yet vvho ſecs not that 
> are the chiefe things the Bil hops looke after? yyvhoin 
he meane time thinke it ſufficient, that Sy ncds, and kings 


wc eſtabli hed their authoritie. 


It is true that Solomon iuſtly depoſed Abiathar the Prieſt, 2. King. 2+ 
nd put Zadock in hisrocme, that Aſa rewourd bis mother *f;, ,- 1, 


om being Ducene, becauſe ſhe had made an idole , wvhich he x Chro,17 


eftroied , as Hezechiah did the braſen ſerpent, vyhen it vvas 647+ 
buſed to idolJatrie: that Ichoſhaphat,and loſiah put cowne 
dollatrie, reformed the church, and cauſed the vyord of God 


obeduly taught: That Chriſtian Kings, as mr/ing fathers 
ategreatauthority in likecaſes:but all this is, as vvas ſaid of 


ynods,in things neceffarie , as reformation of abutes ſupreſ- 


0g crrours , aboliſhing of idollatrie, and ſuperſtitious rites, 
nd goucrnments, recliabliſhing a preaching miniſtrie, and 


Iders, and ordaining ordinances, and ceremonies, ſo neccl- 
tic,as thoſe aboue mencioned: That God vvill require it of 
hem , if they doe not looke after theſe things. But for the 
terarchic,and popiſh ceremonics,ſo hurtfull,to prouc that 


ey may be maintainee, I hope they yvill not ſay, Salomon !*F'"® 76 


2.King, 16 


itzr at Damaſcus, and made Vrijah the Prieſt build ſuch a 


nefo prone are theclergie to thinke the vvill of the Prince 
(ufficient vvarrant,that any king of Iſracl,or ludah did what 


eliſtin religion, that among the reft Ahaziah wualked in 2.Chre. 22 - 


he vvaies of the houſe of Ahab: for after the dcath of his 1+ 
aher they, & his mother Were hs connſe/lers to hu erection. 
They ſhould rather put the higher povversin minde of that, 


by tempt ye God, to put 4 yole pon the neths of the Diſciples, a& $10. 
vhich neither our fathers , nor wvee are able 10 it bea1e? The 
H King 


34, 
King of Kings vvould notdoc it, but afier he had finiſhet 


Revs 2,24. his Teſtament, he faith, 7 will put pon you none other burden, 


Pfal. 2. 
® (fa. 33s 
2» 


and [ hall men then preſume that they may doe it,it they can 
get kings to authoriſe them ? Kings ſhould rem mber thy 
Chriſt is ſet vpon the holy hill of Si0#, asthe only * King, and 
lavygiuer of his church in matters of religion: : in 1egay 
vvhereof it is faid, Be wviſe now therefore , o ye kings : bein 
frruttcd ye Indges of the earth. Serue the Lord vuuh feare and 
rcionce vuith trembling. Kiſſe the Sowne leas# he be angiie:s 
if he ſaid, ſhevy your ſubiection, and loue.to kim,n letting 
vp Gods throne, and ordinances , not Satans. V V hereany 
Eccleſiaſtical povver,and dominion is beſides, andagainſt his 
ordinances,there hath Satan his throne, though in ſome go. 
nernments,& orders more pernicious,then.in others: among 
the Papifts, in Popes,Cardinals, Icſuits, Regulars, & Pif hoys, 
In the Franciſcans,or Capuchins lefle then in he lcſults: yet 
hath he it,as vvell in the beſt order of them, as in Mahume 
tans, orany other vvherein it is yvorſt.. If Eng'i: h Biſhop 
haue a povver beſides, andagainſt the ordinances of God, 
that is pernicious to his kingdome , Satan. hath his throne 
them, though not in ſo deſpetate a mannetas in others, . 
It helpes not to fay, that many of them ſi1iue to doe Gol 


| feruice in many things For ſadoe diuers4n all thoſe orden 


Luk, 1G. 


of the.Papiſts, and(o farasthey can doeit yvichihe tafery d 
their rcligion,aadorger;;but caſt their croyvnes ordinance 

ceremonies, traditions, andrules at the fecere of Chriſt Iclus 
to hauc them tried, and iadged by the vvord, they vvill not: 


no more vvillche Bil hops. V V hen I conlider, hovy vveake 


their vſurped and tyrannicall titleis, Lam amaſed that as yet, 
no Englii h Biſhop cuer did it;Yet vvhen 1 xemember againe 
that the Scriptare faith : Gifts blind the eies of the viſe : that 
our Lord faith; Near can ſerve tne maiftrs:y6 can nor ſerv 
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Gol and Mammon. Hi: ſeruants ye are to wvhome ye obey:then Rom. 6, 
I vvonder the leſſe, I maruaile not that they doe not beleeue | 
hele thiags : becauſe indeed our Saujour ſai:h toſuch men, hs at 
How can je beleene wohich receine honour one of another, and ** 
ke not the honour, that commeth fom God only? and of ſuch 
en: If any man doe his vill, he ſhall know of the doctrine, 1gy,z. 1p. 
pohether it be of Cied or noe. Thete and their icetenders can 
ot y.cll knovy , becauſe they are not vvilling to knoyy it, 
much leſſe ſo to doe it, as to be reformed by it. They are re- 
lue! ro h >Ide tothe Hierarchie, becaule they haue ſubſcri- 
:d,orforthe honour, proffit,or peace they haue,or may haue 
fit,or vnder 17, & vvithout vuhich,as things are they knovy 
tt hoyy to liue, much leſſe to preache,and doc good. Noyy 
egreat and mightie God zhe father of lights, vvith vvhome 
no variablenes, and from vuhome every good,and perf gift : 
weedeth : giuethem , and vs all the grace , that denysng our oakeg; 
lzes, our ovvne affetions, vyiſdoms, profits, carth] y ima» 
nations, vanities,and delights, vvee may. become true Diſ- 
ples, an4 follovvers of Chrift, fachas truly fecke-the king- 
me of God, and the righteouſnes rhereof, that by his mercie g,,,q. ,g; 
yyee may ORCe Come to ſee that ioyfull day, vyhercin 
that bleſſed acclamation ſhall be heard, 4/eluzs: 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 


FINIS. 


hn ERRATA. 


P# I. lint 20, for to reade the, , 
Pag. : line 21. for hath read hath bin. lin 32.4rt reader, 
.. Pag- 1x. line 22. for Ovid. And in «x. 

Pag. 23+ for the wvith, reade with the. 
Pag. 29. for in like, reade voho in like. 
Pag. 41, line 7.for ſended, reade tended. 
Pag. 4.5. the lait line for rerrent, read torrent. 


